
 
	

Welcome to the Summer edition of the Drumoak and Durris       
Newsletter. 
    

Park Bridge why is it closed and what can we do to save it?	
Park Bridge is a Grade A listed historic bridge build in 1854 with cast iron arches, granite 

approaches and central pier and a timber deck. It was built initially to allow people from Durris 

to have access to the railway station at Park and is part of our cultural heritage. It is one of 

very few bridges left in the UK with a timber deck. 

 

After seeing the report of the recent inspection  

carried out in February (under the Freedom of  

Information Act), there are parts of the bridge 

 that are in poor condition and closure to vehicles 

 was essential. The main areas of concern are the 

 condition of the timber deck which is rotting; the steel angles that support the deck which are 

seriously corroded and deterioration of the masonry. The bridge has been inspected by 

Aberdeenshire Council on a regular basis but that has not led to any maintenance work being 

carried out in recent years. In the last 18 years, the only work done has been to tar the timber 

deck and this has exacerbated the problems as the deck retains water and does not dry out.  

This has led to the timber starting to rot and the angle supports to corrode. The current 

condition of the bridge could easily have been avoided if a proper maintenance regime had been 

in place including painting and pointing of masonry. 

When asked about the reason for not carrying our maintenance on the bridge, the council 

advised that it was low priority for funding. Bridges are ranked on the following: the class of 

road that goes over it (C-class for Park); the number of vehicles using it (600/day); the length 

of the diversion (7 miles) and the remaining service life. The council allocates bridges a service 

life of 120 years and the remaining service life is a factor in deciding where funds will be 

allocated. Clearly in the case of Park Bridge, the service life has already been exceeded by 40 

years, so it is at the bottom of the funding list. There are around 150 structurally critical bridges 

in Aberdeenshire, and Park is ranked in the bottom 10% of these. The council’s view is that 

Park Bridge should have been replaced in the 1970s! 
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The strategy of assigning a 120year service life is fundamentally flawed as it does not take into 

account the need for the bridge; it does not align with the maintenance strategy for the roads 

that the bridges support (they’re maintained continuously and not replaced after 120years!) 

and it does not take into account the cultural heritage associated with historic bridges. There 

also seem to be no recent instances of funding being made available for the replacement of 

bridges that have reached the 120-year service life. 

The council stance on the historic nature of Park Bridge and their responsibility for maintaining 

it for future generations is that it is still in use for pedestrians and cyclists and that this supports 

the council strategy for active travel. However, it contradicts the other council strategy of more 

effective travel as the bridge closure incurs a detour. 

In conclusion, although no decisions have been made on the future of the bridge, the current 

approach by the council is that funding is not available to re-instate it for vehicles, this cost 

being around £375,000 according to the engineers who carried out the inspection. 

In recent coverage of the issues with Park Bridge, the P&J described Aberdeenshire Council as 

being the worst in Scotland for bridge maintenance.  

Our Community Council have made representation to local councillors, MPs and MSPs about the 

future of the bridge, which is as yet unresolved. If you feel strongly about this issue, please 

contact a member of the Community Council or local councillors to let your views be known. 

There is also an online petition, see below for link to sign up. 

For further information contact me at skylarksolutions@btinternet.com 

 

Anne Shearer CEng, FIMechE 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Petition to save Park Bridge (https://www.ipetitions.com/petition/save-park-bridge) 

 
Sarah Stewart 



Message from the Manse - Rev Jean Boyd  
Jean Boyd, Minister of Drumoak-Durris Church     

It has been said that the Church of Scotland General Assembly 2019 was 

the ‘most significant Assembly since the Union in 1929.’  These words 

spoken by the Lord High Commissioner in his closing remarks to the 

Assembly in Edinburgh in May this year reflect the changing times we are 

in, as a society as well as a church.   

Each year representatives from Church of Scotland churches, from all over Scotland and 

beyond, gather for a week to discuss how the Church is progressing.  As an Assembly, 

representatives meet and talk, but they also form the governing body of the Church of Scotland 

to pass church laws and plan change.  This year reforms were agreed to ‘shape the future of the 

Church for years to come.’  These reforms include a variety of changes and initiatives including 

a Radical Action Plan committing £20-25 million to support projects initiated by local churches 

to reach out to their local community and plans to commit to prioritising work with under 40-

year olds.  Reforms were also adopted to change Kirk Sessions and Presbyteries.  There will 

also be structural reform to the central structures of the Church (sometimes referred to as 121) 

to reduce costs and to bring in new ways of leading the Church nationally and locally.  Reforms 

to buildings were also put forward with an emphasis on ‘well equipped spaces in the right 

places.’ This is just a few of the reforms and if you are interested in reading information on the 

reforms, go to the Church of Scotland webpages for detailed information or 

www.lifeandwork.org/resources/general-assembly-supplement for a summary.   

Change is in the air, but change is long overdue in the church and much needed.  The Gospel of 

Jesus Christ and the message of the church will not change since it is at our heart as a church.  

Jesus’ message was simple and is perhaps best set out in the well-known verse of John 3: 16.  

It tells of a God who has created us and who loves us unconditionally.  We are loved so much 

that when we move on from God, God doesn’t let us just go.  He will go to all lengths, even 

giving His Son, Jesus Christ to die on a cross so that we can be right with God again and live life 

to the full.   

The seasons and the times change, but God does not change.  He loves us, each and every one 

of us – always. 

Lord how can you love me?                 

Don’t you see what I am like? 

But that is why I love you, 

I love what I see. 

You are mine and I am yours 

Now and always     With love in Christ, 

Amen.       Jean Boyd,  

       Minister of Drumoak-Durris Church     

	



DRUMOAK-DURRIS CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
www.drumoakdurrischurch.org 

  
 In God’s grace, opening our doors and 

reaching out to bring God’s love, peace and joy to all.   

 

Why not taste & see? 

You don’t have to be a member of the Church to come along to any of our services, everyone is 

welcome to join us!  Services are held at 10-00am every Sunday morning in Durris Church on 

the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month, and in Drumoak Church Hall on the 2nd, 4th and 

5thSundays.  Then why not stay and join us for refreshments.  There is always a crèche facility 

for younger children, and the opportunity for primary schoolchildren to join in with some 

activities.  
Both Durris Church and Drumoak Church Hall have a wheelchair available for use on 
arrival. 

Dates for the diary -  

Easter Worship Programme 2019 

 

Communion Services  
Sunday, 6th October 10-00am Durris Church 

 
 

  

 
Messy Church, SPLAT and Jolly Tots will not be meeti9ng during the School Holidays, but will 

be back again later this year.  See you there!! 

 

DRUMOAK-DURRIS FRIENDSHIP GROUP is also taking its 
summer break, and will be resuming later this year 
  

 
 

 
Drumoak-Durris Church is now on Facebook!! - Have a look and see what’s going 
on.  Click on the logo on our website – drumoakdurrischurch.org 

   S.P.L.A.T	



Local London Marathoner Update 
You may remember an article in the Spring edition about Ann 

Williamson, one of the Newsletter committee members and who delivers 

the newsletter to Woodlands of Durris, who was in training to run the 

London Marathon.  Ann has given us an update and is very pleased to 

let us know that she finished the marathon in 4 hours 59 minutes and 8 

seconds - - just under the ‘magic’ 5 hours! Ann tells us that the 

marathon went well and running conditions on the day were very good – 

if a little chilly for the thousands of noisy spectators!  Ann is also 

delighted that she raised more than £3200 for WaterAid and sends her 

grateful thanks to all who supported her or cheered her on her way 

during training.  Will London be her one and only marathon we asked?  Maybe not, she replied, 

but perhaps a more scenic one, such as the Loch Ness marathon, might be on the list for next 

year. 

	
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

================================================================= 

	
	



Update from Drumoak & Durris Playgroup 
As we approach the summer holidays we’re drawing to the end of a term of change. The 

departure of our long-standing play leader, Barbara Cook, saw Vivika Kerridge step up into 

a new role within the Playgroup. She has been ably assisting Morag Leiper, our play leader, 

with the running of our Creche and Toddler sessions.  

This meant there was a vacancy within our Bumps & Babies group and we’re pleased to say 

that Nicola Langford jumped at the opportunity. Bumps & Babies has also moved to a, pay 

as you go, model priced at £2 per session. This was in recognition of the fact that as a new 

parent it can be challenging to commit to something on a termly basis since you never 

know when you might have appointments to attend, have a poorly babe or just be having 

one of those days where you don’t have the energy to leave the house or can’t seem to get 

out of the door!  

We were very grateful to have received a local community  

grant from Tesco Banchory. The cash injection was put to  

good use buying some new sensory equipment and it’s fair 

 to say it has been a massive hit with all of our children who 

 currently age from just a few months to three years. In  

addition, we raised £75 from our Teddy Bear’s Picnic raffle 

 which will go towards a Mud Kitchen for our outdoor play 

 area. We’re sure it will be a big hit with the kids when it  

arrives! Thanks again to all of the local businesses and  

individuals who donated prizes and bought raffle tickets. 

 Morag has also been undertaking some training, learning  

how to run a Forest School so that we can make the most of 

 the wonderful woods on the premises. And she is also set  

to attend Book Bugs training. The children already love their stories and song time. Vivika’s 

storytelling at the start of creche sessions has become a regular feature and for those kids 

who enjoy a quiet activity it’s a great way to get them settled into the session. Whilst 

Morag minds those who like a more active start to their play time!  

If you’re not familiar with our groups we’d urge you to look at our website: 

Drumoakanddurris.wixsite.com. Alternatively check us out on Facebook or drop us an email 

on: drumoakanddurrisplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk to find out more.  

All of our groups run on the premises of Crossroads Nursery on the Slug road. Be it mum, 

dad, a childminder or grandparent your children are welcome to attend our sessions with 

whoever their caregiver may be. And for the slightly older children in the group the two-

year-olds can be left for two hours on a Wednesday and Friday providing the ideal bridge to 

school nursery – particularly for those who have not experienced a private nursery setting.  

 

	
The Drumoak and Durris Playgroup 

staff team( l to r) Nicola Langford, 

Vivika	Kerridge and Morag Leiper	



 

 What does the Community Council do for me? 
Crathes Drumoak & Durris Community Council considers issues which may impact our 

communities, and engages with Aberdeenshire Council, the Police and other bodies on behalf of 

the communities. Concerns regarding Broadband services, road safety and planning applications 

are consistently on our agenda, but we are keen to hear what else is important to you. 

You might think Mental Health resources are lacking. You might think finding out what is 

available in the area is difficult. Perhaps you see a need for more afterschool clubs, improved 

transport and leisure facilities, and details of local groups.  There might be an environmental or 

archaeological issue you would like to bring to the attention of others.  Maybe you see a way 

technology can be used to enhance life in Crathes, Drumoak and Durris.  Perhaps you would 

simply like more engagement between the Community Council and the community it serves.   

We would love to hear your thoughts and ideas. Please let us know! 

crathesdrumoakdurriscc@gmail.com 

Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of the month (except July), on a rotating basis and 

are open to anyone who would like to come along.  You don’t have to sit on the Community 

Council, although currently there are vacancies in all three areas. 

• Wednesday 12th June  7-30pm Kirkton Hall, Durris 

• Wednesday 14th August 7-30pm Crathes Hall 

• Wednesday 11th September  7-30pm Drumoak School 

• Wednesday 9th October 7-30pm Kirkton Hall, Durris 

• Wednesday 13th November 7-30pm Crathes Hall 

• Wednesday 11th December  7-30pm Drumoak School 

In being a Community Councillor, there is not a demand on your time; this can be as little or as 

much as desired. If you would like to know more about becoming a Community Councillor, 

informal enquiries can be made to: crathesdrumoakdurriscc@gmail.com 
====================================================== 

               



 

Peterculter Medical Practice 
We are re-introducing our text messaging service, and this may well already be back in 

operation by the time of publication of this Courier. The service will be available for those aged 

16 years and over, and will be used to send reminders about appointments, notify patients that 

test results are available, send invitations to clinics as appropriate (e.g. flu clinic, diabetes 

clinic), send reminders about medication reviews and to send updates about any important 

items of practice news. For this to work we obviously need to have your up to date mobile 

phone number on our secure database, and your consent for us to use your number. We will be 

organising the obtaining of consent via a form available at the practice and with prescriptions; 

information and the consent form will also be available via the practice website (see below).  

Staff and team training are important for us at Peterculter Medical Practice, but the previous 

plan to have occasional planned whole afternoon closures for this was often affected by late-

notice cancellation, due to poor availability of emergency medical cover (across the city). In 

such circumstances we have usually continued with a short period of closure (2 hours, between 

1.30 – 3.30pm), and an emergency phone number is available (notified via the answering 

message on the practice number) for any urgent medical matters. These training sessions 

would normally take place every 2-3 months.    

This is an ideal opportunity for me to remind you of our practice website 

www.petercultermedicalpractice.co.uk   There are many of you now using online appointment 

booking and ordering of repeat prescriptions - if you are interested in this please see details of 

this online or ask at reception.  

 

Best wishes 

 

Dr Douglas Harris 

 

                         



Drumoak Durris Crathes Bowling Club 

																																	Since	starting	our	outdoor	bowling	season	in	mid-	April,	we	are	again		
	 																	reduced	in	numbers	this	year	which	is	of	great	concern	to	the	Club.		In		
	 	 				order	for	the	Club	to	continue	we	do	need	new	members.		We	have	the		
	 	 				best	facilities	for	bowling	on	Deeside	and	the	Club	has	been	an	essential		
	 																	part	of	life	in	Drumoak	for	over	25	years.		So	do	come	along	and	give	us	your	
support	either	as	a	full	member	or	as	a	social	member	when	this	becomes	available.		We	look	
forward	to	having	you	with	us	
The	Bowling	Club	has	been	granted	a	licence	for	the	sale	of	alcohol	to	our	members.		The	sale	of	
alcohol	will	be	on	a	limited	scale	when	the	Club	is	open	for	bowling	and	possibly	at	weekends.		
More	details	will	follow	on	social	media	and	from	information	posters	on	the	entrance	gate.		
Social	Membership	will	be	available	at	a	minimum	cost,	again	details	will	follow	as	above.	
In	order	to	encourage	new	people	into	bowling	the	entrance	gate	to	the	Club	is	to	be	open	from	
10am	daily.		A	number	of	sets	of	bowls	will	be	made	available	along	with	mats	and	jacks	for	
those	who	may	wish	to	try	bowling	without	having	to	come	along	to	official	Club	bowling	
nights.	These	will	be	kept	in	the	plastic	store	box	at	the	east	side	of	the	green	next	to	the	hedge.	
An	honesty	box	for	visitors	to	the	green	will	also	be	kept	there.	Bowling	visitors	to	the	green	
are	charged	£3	per	person	per	game.	All	we	ask	is	that	anyone	playing	on	the	green	wear	flat	
soled	shoes.	For	those	who	wish	to	come	along	to	our	friendly	bowling	nights	these	are	held	on	
Tuesday	and	Friday	evenings	at	7pm.		
The	hire	of	the	Pavilion	is	also	available	at	a	cost	of	£15	per	hour.		Please	contact	Lena	Sim	on	
telephone	number	01330	811374	for	further	details.	
Dave	Stuart,	Club	President	
=======================================================================	

														 	

	



                         
  Latest News from Drumoak Church 

I was recently reminded, it is now more than a year since the work 

on the building stopped.  In March 2018.  I reported a great deal of 

additional work had arisen from water ingression and the subsequent 

dampness.   

 

I mentioned the inspections and reports for the refurbishment of the windows, with the better 

news of the relatively good condition of the stained glass and two adjoining windows.  I spoke 

of the work in the vestry, which had revealed further issues with dampness, and the minor 

works carried out in the area to the rear of the church. 

 

Very little has happened since then, except of course the erection of the steel framework for the 

intermediate floor – something you may have seen during the open afternoon on Sunday, 11th 

November 2018.  Many of you who visited the church that day commented on two things in 

particular.  Both were positive; the first was how big a space there actually was, and secondly 

how warm the building felt – probably due to a good summer and the concrete floor, which acts 

as a kind of storage heater.   

 

So, what has happened in these past months?  From the outside, very little.  A small team has 

carried out weekly inspections of the church building, in line with the requirements of our 

insurance cover.  Some of the items stored around the exterior of the building have been 

relocated for storage, and that’s about it. 

 

Except there has been quite a lot going on behind the scenes.  I have to admit those of us who 

are working on this project have found this past year or so – shall we say – a little challenging, 

and at times very disheartening, but we have been working.  We have been gathering together 

various options of the way forward, costings for those options and attending many, many 

meetings, seminars and discussions.   We have been researching the funding opportunities we 

have.  Some of these are from the usual funding agencies, but we are also looking ‘outside of 

the box’, and much of that work has to be handled with a great deal of ‘delicate’ investigation 

and a good deal of confidentiality.  So, I can’t expand on that today. 

 

But I can ask you to recall that we did ask you to pray for the project.  We have had a prayer 

evening and prayers on the weekly orders of service, and I am pleased to say they have been 

answered.  There is some very good news to share about funding.  Look at how well the recent 

in-house fundraising campaign has gone, with over £10,000-00 collected so far this year.  We 

can also add a little more to that from donations sent directly to me – some of which have come 



from the community – both locally and further afield. Thank you to all who have 

contributed so far.   

 

As previously reported, we embarked on this project with a vision and the belief that we were 

working with a fundamentally sound building.  As you know, this was not the case, and it has 

led to delays and a lot more work than originally planned; and that has been trying.  But every 

so often something good happens, and I want to share with you some really good news.  

Towards the end of last year, the Project Team submitted an application to an organisation 

called ‘Listed Places of Worship’.  This is a charitable organisation, which works with HMRC to 

recover some of VAT payments made on work carried out to care for listed church buildings.  

Our application led to a series of telephone calls, e-mail exchanges and requests for further 

information and documentation.  This led us to wonder if it had been a worthwhile exercise.  

Well, it most certainly was!  We have received a total of slightly more than £47,000-00 

following two successful application.   

 

I also want to let you know that the Kirk Session recently gave the Finance Team approval to 

set up a special Restricted Fund for donations to the project.  This is a fund, which will run 

alongside the usual church accounts, but will be restricted to costs relating to the work on 

Drumoak Church. It means any monies, which are specifically donated to the project, will go in 

total to the project. This is something I would ask you all to consider. 

      Marion McNeil, Session Clerk 

================================================================= 

Farming in 2018 and up to June 2019 
	
Farming	year	in	2018	got	off	to	a	normal	start	but	the	ground	was	still	waterlogged	from	
September	to	December	2017.	Although	little	snow	in	Aberdeenshire,	quite	a	number	of	wet	
days	and	nights	and	some	hard	frost	late	January	and	early	February	made	great	areas	of	ice	
around	the	farm	steadings	and	on	a	parallel	,	February	and	March	this	year	were	the	same,	
sheets	of	ice	all	around	as	soon	as	tractor	wheels	went	over	them.	On	our	own	farm	we	put	
down	a	lot	of	sand	and	salt	down	to	keep	ourselves	safe.	Due	to	the	bad	harvest	in	2017	hay	
drawn	silage	in	the	Spring	of	2018	was	extremely	scarce,	especially	in	the	south	leading	to	
unprecedented	prices	at	35	pound	a	bale,	silage	25	and	straw	20.	Because	of	the	drought	last	
year,	the	prices	have	continued	until	the	middle	of	May	this	year.	In	many	fields	there	were	3	to	
4	bales	to	the	acre	instead	of	8	to	10.	What	made	it	worse	was	practically	nothing	was	left	over	
from	2017.	Derek	McIntosh	from	the	island	of	Benbecula	said	he	was	80	pounds	for	a	bale	of	
hay,	and	he	had	to	collect	off	the	lorry	even	at	that	price.	Then	mid	February	to	middle	of	
March	2018	came	the	Beast	from	the	East	which	we	all	saw	and	heard	about.	The	worst	areas	
in	Scotland	were	from	Edinburgh	right	to	the	borders	and	all	the	South	East	and	South	West.	In	



many	farms	in	those	areas,	lambing	and	sheep	loses	were	high.	In	Aberdeenshire,	bad	though	it	
was,	we	did	not	have	the	blocked	roads	and	lambing	percentage	was	reasonable.	However,	in	
the	middle	of	April	last	year	the	spring	arrived,	and	sowing	grain	and	tattie	planting	were	well	
on	by	end	of	month.	The	warm	days	started	in	early	May	and	crops	braying	early	and	grass	
growing	well.	This	year	grass	was	also	early	allowing	the	cattle	to	be	out	earlier.	Amazing	2	
years	running	the	cattle	have	gone	from	a	warm	bed	to	a	dry	warm	bed.	This	year	we	got	most	
of	our	cattle	out	on	the	11th	of	April	and	there	was	plenty	of	grass,	3	weeks	earlier	than	usual.	
They	have	gained	a	lot	of	weight	due	to	the	excellent	Spring	but	at	the	time	of	writing	these	
lines,	early	June,	conditions	have	changed,	lots	of	heavy	showers,	the	cattle	and	sheep	daily	
weight	gains	will	be	lower.	Barley	and	all	grain	crops	are	looking	exceptionally	well.	
	
Livestock	
Land	commodity	of	livestock	which	stood	out	last	year	was	the	huge	increase	in	sheep	values.	
A	lot	of	prime	hogs,	that	is	lambs	born	in	2017,	were	selling	from	95	to	120	pounds.	In	a	lot	of	
cases,	20	pounds	a	head	more,	part	of	the	reason	was	apparently	lamb	values	in	New	Zealand	
increased	significantly,	as	a	lot	of	lamb	exported	from	NZ	to	China	and	Japan.	
The	value	of	prime	cattle	was	acceptable	until	the	middle	of	December,	Christmas	time.	It	then	
began	to	decrease	and	the	value	of	cattle	in	Spring	back	to	80-100	pounds	a	head,	this	has	had	
a	knock-on	effect	with	costs	of	silage,	straw	and	concentrates	from	all	our	agricultural	
merchants	by	60	pounds	a	tub.	Due	to	all	these	effects	suckling	cow	numbers	have	been	
reduced	and,	in	some	cases,	complete	dispersal.	Over	the	years	the	reduction	in	cows	has	
constantly	been	happening	which	affects	the	number	of	farm	men	employed,	and	also	the	
bearing	of	rural	life.	I	always	remember	the	able	words	from	the	Late	John	Forbes,	who	was	in	
charge	of	Moray	State	Farms,	who	had	400	cows	saying	“when	the	cows	go,	the	men	go,	and	the	
temptation	is	to	sell	the	cottages”			
	
Environment,	climate	change	are	big	issues	at	the	moment	and	farmers	certainly	get	sly	kicks	
about	it	but	with	the	reduction	in	cattle	there	must	be	much	less	cow	emissions	than	
previously.	We	have	all	lifted	the	drill	ploughs	and	cultivators	to	save	the	lapwings	and	oyster	
catchers	nests	but	sadly	the	buzzards	and	foxes	don’t	give	the	little	chicks	a	chance.	A	covey	of	
10	partridges	can	disappear	in	a	couple	of	nights.	Foxes	are	a	continuous	problem	at	lambing	
time.	It	is	depressing	seeing	an	ewe	bleating	for	its	lambs	which	have	been	taken	by	foxes.	My	
nephew	Allan	Blackhall	and	his	wife	Carol,	along	with	his	mother	Mrs.	Betty	Blackhall	raise	500	
turkeys	annually,	although	the	building	was	totally	fox	proof,	a	dog	fox	got	in	5	weeks	before	
Christmas	and	killed	39	turkeys.	Financial	loss	and	the	scare	that	the	remaining	turkeys	got	,	
killed	the	rest.		
	



I	have	often	heard	it	takes	a	character	to	catch	a	fox	and	craftsman	to	make	a	barrel,	something	
I	omitted	from	previous	articles.	In	Durris	Dovey	Masson	ran	a	very	successful	market	garden	
at	the	Kirkton	of	Durris	beside	the	hall	where	Peggy’s	Gardens	are	now.	When	I	was	at	
Banchory	Academy	I	came	off	the	bus	at	the	Kirkton	and	walked	up	passed	the	hall	to	Little	
Tulloch.	Most	nights	I	saw	and	heard	Dovey	Masson	chapping	away	making	his	barrels	with	the	
aid	of	a	paraffin	lamp	over	the	winter	months.	He	made	dozens	of	barrels	beautifully	painted	
red	and	green	for	the	price	of	£6.	The	agriculture	seedsman,	Smith	and	Son	in	Hadden	Street,	
Aberdeen	sold	a	large	number	of	these	barrels	all	over	Scotland	with	many	going	to	Orkney	
and	the	Islands.	Quite	a	little	industry	for	a	one-man	business	but	he	was	certainly	a	craftsman.	
These	are	just	a	few	comments	from	the	past	18	months	in	the	agricultural	world.	I	am	running	
out	of	space	now	so	include	the	fruit	and	vegetable	areas	at	a	future	date.	
	
William	Blackhall		
=========================================================================			
Spring/Summer Musing from Councillor Anne Ross 
Aberdeenshire Council is currently celebrating National Volunteers Week.  As Council resources 

become even more stretched, it is the third sector and volunteers that are filling the gaps.  We 

have many busy volunteers in our area, from our Community Councillors, National Trust & 

church volunteers, to the newly formed Crathes In Flower group.  Thank you to everyone who 

gives up their time for others.  A prime example of making a difference are the team who raised 

funds totaling £700,000 for the new long awaited Banchory Sports Village.  Their contribution 

enabled the facility to be enhanced.  This exciting project will be opening late summer and will 

make a huge difference to all in our communities.  

I am a Champion for swifts and with summer almost being here they are returning from far 

afield.  Did you know that 22nd to the 29th June 2019 is National Swift Awareness week?  The 

Huntly Swift Group whom I work, with are asking for people to take part in surveys.  Responses 

should be emailed to huntlyswiftgroup@gmail.com.	

 

I will be holding surgeries in the Banchory Library from 10.00 – 11.00 on the following dates.  

Saturday, 15th June, 2019                                Saturday, 21st September, 2019 

Saturday, 17th August, 2019                             Saturday, 16th November, 2019 

If I can help with anything or you would like to meet me, please don’t hesitate to pop in for a 

chat. 

Huntly Swift Group 

Facebook/huntlyswiftgroup 

Email: 

huntlyswiftgroup@gmail.com 



Hill Walking News by Peter Richardson 
	
There	is	a	small	group	of	hill	walkers,	nominally	from	the	Durris-Drumoak	area	but	with	
companions	from,	for	example,	Banchory,	Aberdeen,	Kincardine	o’Neil.	The	group	
doesn’t	have	an	official	name,	nor	a	website	but	relies	on	word	of	mouth	to	let	people	
know	we	exist.	Each	year	a	few	of	us	meet	up	in	January	for	coffee	and	scones	(home-
made)	to	put	together	programme	of	a	walks,	trying	to	include	interesting	routes	as	well	
as	some	challenges	(ideally,	interesting	challenges),	and	send	the	list	out	via	email.			
Throughout	the	year	we	go	on	perhaps	20	walks	of	varying	degrees	of	difficulty	and	
usually	between	15km	and	25km	but	sometimes	longer.	We	don’t	seek	to	“bag”	Munros	
or	Corbetts	or	Donalds	or	Marilyns	or	any	other	hills	in	the	lists	but	each	year	we	do	
climb	one	or	two	Munros	as	well	as	Corbetts	and	others.	Sometimes	there	are	four	or	
five	of	us	walking	and	sometimes	there	are	as	many	as	twelve	or	thirteen.	It	is	fair	to	say	
that	most	of	us	are	past	the	first	flush	of	youth	but	that	doesn’t	hold	us	back.		
	
In	the	recent	past,	to	name	but	a	few	walks,	we’ve	been	to	Lochnagar	(of	course);	Mayar	
and	Dreish	from	Glen	Doll;	Geal	Charn	and	Carn	Bhac	from	Inverey;	Pannanich	and	Carn	
Leuchan;	Morven	from	Lary	(foul	weather	indeed);	Carn-t-Sagairt	Mor	and	Beag;	Glas	
Tulaichan	and	Loch	nan	Eun;	Glen	Gairn	to	Corgarff;	Meall	Odhar,	Glas	Maol	and	Crag	
Leacach;	Loch	Muick	to	Black	
Hill	to	Sheilin	of	Mark;	Loch	
Muick	to	Broad	Cairn	to	Dubh	
Loch;	Glas	Maol,	Cairn	na	Claise,	
Tolmount,	Carn	an	Tuirc	(thick	
mist,	fun	navigation),	An	Socach.		
	
Perhaps	it’s	too	soon	to	call	any	
of	the	walks	a	tradition	but	the	
year	tends	to	start	with	a	low-
level	walk-in	January,	going	
from	Inverbervie	to	Johnshaven	
with	lunch	at	the	Anchor	Hotel.	
That	is	often	followed	in	
February	by	walking	round	Loch	
Muick	to	Glas	allt	Sheil,	more	often	than	not	in	snow.	In	spring,	we’ve	walked	from	
Spittal	of	Glen	Dye	to	Charr	bothy	and	thence	to	Clatterin’	Brig	for	a	bite	to	eat.		
	
Our	hills	are	steeped	in	history.	Records	show	that	hunting,	for	sport,	took	place	in	the	
Forest	of	Mar	as	long	ago	as	1380	but	in	the	early	18th	century	it	seems	that	timber,	as	
well	as	hunting,	before	sheep	farming,	was	the	principal	commercial	resource.	Going	
westwards	from	the	Linn	of	Dee	and	following	the	Dee	to	the	White	Bridge	and	the	
Geldie	Burn	one	passes	the	remains	of	the	townships	of	Dalvorar,	Tomnamolne,	
Tonnagoithe	and	Dubrach,	but	there	were	several	more	further	up	the	glen.	Indeed,	
besides	the	townships	there	were	some	300	sheilings	on	Mar	Estate.	The	townships	
boasted	lime	kilns	and	corn	kilns	and	more	than	a	few	had	stills	nearby.	Upstream	on	
the	Geldie	Burn	lie	the	ruins	of	Bynack	Lodge;	through	golf,	one	or	two	of	our	group	are	
connected	to	a	direct	descendent	of	the	gamekeeper	who	lived	there	and	who	recalls	
being	told	of	a	desperately	hard	winter	in	about	1935	when	about	90	deer	starved	to	
death,	sheltering	against	the	walls	of	the	lodge.	Further	afield,	above	Birse,	on	the	



Firmounth	is	the	hard-to-find	St	Colm’s	Well	which	may	or	may	not	have	been	a	
corruption	of	“St	Columba’s	Well”.	To	get	to	the	Sheilin	of	Mark,	SW	of	the	Loch	Muick	
car	park	one	crosses	the	Burn	of	Mohamad,	not	the	most	common	of	names	in	the	
Highlands,	a	reflection	on	Queen	Victoria.	And	2km	west	of	that	Sheilin,	up	Glen	Lee,	is	
Throwes	House,	too	good	a	curiosity	to	miss;	however,	it’s	a	cairn	with	its	only	claim	to	
being	a	house	is	that	someone,	presumably	with	a	sense	of	humour	and	no	little	
strength,	has	placed	a	lintel	above	the	entrance	to	the	unroofed	shelter.		

	
It	would	be	fair	to	say	that	most	of	
us	are	past	the	first	flush	of	youth,	
but	hill-walking	is	an	excellent	
means	of	staying	fit.	Amongst	our	
walkers	are	retired	and	active	
nurses,	geologists,	dentists,	
engineers,	entrepreneurs,	teachers,	
Munroists,	people	who’ve	climbed	
Mount	Kinabalu	to	name	but	a	few.	
If	nobody	knows	the	answer	to	a	
question,	there’s	certainly	someone	
who	can	make	up	an	answer	and	
present	it	with	a	straight	face.	We	

walk	because	we	enjoy	being	outdoors,	we	enjoy	the	company	and	we	enjoy	the	feeling	
of	accomplishment	after	a	good,	long	walk	in	any	weather.	We	don’t	have	a	formal	
leader,	but	we	do	have	people	who’ve	been	on	any	given	route.	We	insist	that	anyone	
joining	us	accepts	responsibility	for	their	own	abilities	and	has	the	necessary	equipment	
and	clothing.	If	you’d	like	to	join	us,	call	Ronnie	Mitchell	on	01330	811900	or	Peter	
Richardson	on	01330	811674.			
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

	

	



 
 
DURRIS WI 
 
For our February meeting we met at the Kirkton Hall and enjoyed a very informative talk 
on the work of the Samaritans by a local volunteer. The Samaritans were founded by a 
vicar called Chad Varah in 1953. There are now 201 branches in the UL and ROI. 
Volunteer call handlers are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. There are more 
than 20,000 volunteers and a call for help is answered every 6 seconds. We all agreed 
that it must be a very challenging yet rewarding place to work and admired those who 
have up their time to support this worthy charity. 
More information about this organisation can be found at the following link 
http://www.samaritans.org/about-us/our-organisation 
For our March meeting we had an inspiring talk and slide show by local journalist Gordon 
Casely. Gordon is a keen cyclist and spoke about his journey across Tibet by bike, 
entitled Altitude with Attitude. 
Gordon has cycled on every continent except Antarctica but states that the crossing of 
Tibet was his hardest expedition ever. We really enjoyed learning about Tibetan culture 
and the challenging and demanding journey made by Gordon and his friends across very 
unpredictable terrain. 
We also had our annual bulb show which was kindly judged by Mrs Bisset. 
Our April meeting was held at McIntosh Plant Hire museum. Bert McIntosh spoke about 
the history and development of the family business and the progression of the company 
through the years. We then enjoyed looking at old photos and local memorabilia over a 
cup of tea and a fancy piece. 
Our May meeting was our AGM and taste and try pot luck supper. Members of Maryculter 
WI joined us and carried out the vote count for our new committee. Elizabeth Hirst 
remains President. Hazel Marshall is our new treasurer. Sarah Holtom has taken over as 
Secretary. Linda Robb remains press and minutes secretary. Carol Melvin has taken over 
as raffles convener and Tricia Law is points and competition convener. 
Sandra Blackhall and Kym Muir are  ordinary members. 
 
The annual prize giving took place:- 
 
Winter Competitions          Single home-grown bloom                Bulb Show 
 
1st   Tricia Law                  1st.     Tricia Law                                               1st  Doreen Mcintosh 
 
2nd   Winnie Reid               2nd  Sandra Blackhall                       2nd Tricia Law 
                                             Hazel Shoebridge 
3rd    Sandra Blackhall        3rd  Winnie Reid                              3rd  Sandra Blackhall 



 
 
Well done to all our winners. 
 
Thanks to all who supported our coffee morning on the 11th of May. To those who 
provided baking and crafts, served, washed up , tidied up, provided raffles and came 
along to eat , drink and purchase. We made a fantastic £450 for the Feed the Minds 
Kenya project. We were absolutely delighted and appreciated all your help and support. 
 
We meet every second Monday of the month from September through to June at the 
Kirkton Hall in Durris at 730PM. New members are always welcome. Feel free to pop 
along and join us to find out what we get up to or have a look at our Facebook page 
Durris Woman’s Institute. 
Otherwise Contact Linda Robb on 01330 811182 for more information . 
 
 
Park Shop Update 
 
We’re pleased to report that after 9 weeks of disruption due to road closures and various 
works the shop is now open again.  We had always planned to close for a couple of 
months over the winter, but we didn’t anticipate this recurring view during March and 
April... 
  
So, after works on drains, gas, streetlights, 
telephone lines, resurfacing and line painting – 
all done at separate times, of course - we are 
back in business. 
 
We are very disappointed by the closure of Park 
Bridge as we have many customers in the wider 
Durris area who have been inconvenienced or 
effectively cut off from Drumoak as a 
result.  The Post Office has been similarly 
affected, probably more so.  A five-minute trip 
from Denside or Woodlands has now become a 
7-mile journey and I suspect many people will get to Crathes Bridge and simply carry on 
to Banchory instead.  Whatever the reason for the closure of Park Bridge, we sincerely 
hope it will not be permanent.  We miss the chat from our customers in Durris and 
Netherley! 
  
Park Shop is currently open 9am-6pm Thursday-Saturday and 10am-5pm on 
Sunday.  We may extend our evening hours on an ad-hoc basis if the weather warms up 
and customers want to sit outside a bit longer to enjoy the evening sun.  We also hope 
to schedule some food & drink events over the summer.  Keep an eye on our Instagram 
and Facebook pages for updates.  Oh, and we promise never to undertake such a 
convincing April Fool in future – some people are still asking when our subterranean wine 
bar will be completed 😊 
  
Recent customers will notice we are trying to do our bit for the environment by cutting 
down our use of disposable cups.  Proper crockery and glassware is now used for anyone 
who wants to enjoy a hot or cold drink inside or outside the shop.  This has reduced our 
disposable consumption by 80% which is a huge help.  On a similar vein, I understand 
there are some gardeners who use waste coffee grounds as a fertiliser and to deter 
unwanted pests.  If any green-fingered resident would like some used coffee grounds, 
please just ask 
 

 



                                              
Garden Advice from The Mains of Drum Plant Expert Dr Jane Bingham 
The Importance of Watering Correctly 
 
During dry spells in summer, watering becomes the most important job in the garden, 
but there is more to watering than meets the eye. Many plants die each summer 
because they have not been watered properly. Plants in pots and containers and newly-
planted specimens in borders are particularly vulnerable to drying out. Pay special 
attention to new plantings for the first 12 months, keeping the soil moist but never 
soggy.  
 
Too little water, too much water or erratic watering are all bad news. Inconsistent 
watering causes leaves to dry and curl, and flowers and fruits to drop off. It weakens 
plants and makes them more prone to pests and diseases.  
 
A little and often approach to watering can be disastrous. If you constantly just wet the 
soil surface when you are watering you will encourage plant roots to grow too close to 
the surface, which dries out quickly in the heat of the sun. The young roots will shrivel 
and die, and roots at deeper levels will be starved of water and unable to take up 
nutrients.  
 
It is much better to soak the soil thoroughly, maybe just once a week, ensuring 
water reaches the deeper levels in the soil. Try to avoid wetting the leaves and 
flowers when watering as this may lead to fungal diseases and sun scorch. 
 
Don’t wait until you see your plants wilting, regularly check the soil for dryness.  
 
Top tips for watering pots 

• Never let the compost dry out; it should be kept moist.  
• When watering, water thoroughly by drenching the pot until water runs out of the 

drainage holes.  
• Make sure your pots drain well so that excess water can drain away easily.  
• Never leave pots standing in saucers of water.  
• Crocks or small stones placed over the drainage holes helps to prevent them 

clogging up.  
• On hard surfaces, raise pots up on to pot feet to allow excess water to escape. 

Dahlias in pots 
Dahlias will reward you with non-stop colourful flowers all summer until the first frosts. 
They are loved by bees and make excellent cut flowers. We have many to choose from 
that are suitable for pots, including the Patio Dahlia Collection and the ‘Dreamy’ series - 
the dazzling flowers contrast well against their dark foliage. There are also compact 
dahlias, which are ideal for pots and window boxes, for example the vibrant ‘Goldalia’ 
series and the tiny ‘Dahlini’ Series. 
 
Grow them in pots of moist, but well-drained soil-based compost, like John Innes No.3. 
Protect against slugs. 
 
 
 



 
Roses in pots 
Roses are at their best now and repeat-flowering roses will flower all summer until the 
first hard frosts of autumn. Small roses, like miniature and patio roses, patio climbing 
roses and standard roses do very well in pots.  
 
Patio roses are neat, robust, bushy floribunda-style roses that are larger than miniature 
and smaller than bush roses. They generally grow to no more than 60cm (2ft) tall. Patio 
roses are ideal for pots - choose from our beautiful collection here at The Mains of Drum. 
 
Grow them in pots of moist, but well-drained soil-based compost, like John Innes No.3. 
Choose a sheltered sunny spot for your roses.  
 
Enjoy your glorious summer displays and don’t forget to stop and smell the roses! 
======================================================= 

	

Editor’s	message.	With	the	closure	of	
Park	Bridge	to	all	vehicular	traffic	and	
possibly	to	all	pedestrian	and	bicycle	
traffic	too	in	the	future,	we	need	as	a	
Community	to	oppose	any	loss	of	this	
vital	lifeline	between	Drumoak	and	
Durris.	The	messages	I	have	been	
receiving	from	around	the	area	show	
how	passionately	people	feel	about	
this	bridge	link.	As	things	currently	
stand	,	in	September	2020	the	
temporary	road	closure	notice	will	
run	out	and	the	Council	can	apply	to	
the	Scottish	Government	for	total	
closure	of	the	bridge	to	all	traffic.	As	a	
community	we	cannot	allow	this	to	
happen,	we	need	to	get	our	voices	
heard	and	push	to	get	the	bridge	
maintained	and	reopened	to	keep	this	
link	between	the	two	communities.	
Doing	nothing	is	not	an	option	if	we	
want	this	bridge	to	be	part	of	our	
heritage	for	future	generations.	Please	
contact	your	councillor,	MP,	sign	the	
petition	to	get	our	feelings	known	
about	Park	bridge.		
	 	 	 													KMS	
	
Any	articles	for	next	newsletter	please	
send	to	me	no	later	than	Friday	
September	13th,	2019	



	

				 	 	
We welcomed three new members to the Community Group in May so we now 
have a total of 9 members. Welcome on board, Craig, Caroline and David. 
In the coming months we are organising Kids Fun Day in the Marquee on the 
Saturday 6th July between 2 and 5PM in the field beside the church. It will be 
held in the new purchased marquee tent. 
 
On Saturday 24th August we will be organising an Adults comedy night in the 
Marquee. 
More information on upcoming events can be found on the Facebook page of the 
Community Group  at @drumoakdurriscommunitydeesideddcg. 
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PURFECT PAWS PET HOTEL 

New luxury purpose-built cattery set in the heart of Royal Deeside with stunning views over the Dee Valley.  

Your cat’s happiness is our demand. 

Please don't hesitate to contact us for any more information or to view our cattery. 

We are located in Durris, Banchory. 

We can also look after small furries. Please get in touch for more information.  

EMAIL: info@purfectpawspethotel.co.uk  

WEBSITE: www.purfectpawspethotel.co.uk  

TELEPHONE: 07931821097 / 07830242300 

	

	



	

						 				

	 	



	

	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	

	

	

	

	



  

 
 

 

 

	

	

Opinions	expressed	in	the	Newsletter	are	not	necessarily	shared	by	the	

Editor.		The	Editor	is	not	responsible	for	the	contents	of	any	

advertisement	placed	nor	the	reliability	or	quality	of	any	goods	or	

services	offered.		Inclusion	in	the	Newsletter	should	not	be	taken	as	an	

endorsement	of	the	advertiser	by	the	editor	

	




