
 
	

Welcome to the Autumn edition of the Drumoak and Durris       
Newsletter. 
    

Park Bridge update 	
Hopefully most of you were aware that the council arranged two drop-in sessions for the 

community to hear what the plans were for Park Bridge and also to collect views and test the 

strength of feeling about the closure. As the 2 sessions were from 3-6pm, one in Durris and one 

in Crathes, I requested that they set up a third session, later in the evening and in Drumoak, to 

give more people the opportunity to attend, which they did on 24th Sept 5.30-7.30pm. I write 

after the Durris session has taken place and before the Crathes and Drumoak sessions so really 

hope that people took the opportunity to express to the council the views that are shared in the 

community. The council tabled 4 options: option A – reinstatement of the bridge to vehicles 

with a 3te weight limit at a cost of £1.7m. This is vastly more than the £375,000 quoted by the 

engineers who carried out the inspection; option B – opening the bridge to pedestrians and 

cyclists only £580,000; option C – permanent closure £250,000; option D – a new bridge 

£12.4m. Those attending the meeting were invited to vote on which option they preferred. I 

hope we get feedback from the council on the outcome of the community’s preference. 

In the meantime, I have had meetings with our MP, Andrew Bowie and MSP, Alex Burnett, who 

are both supportive of action being taken to re-instate the bridge and are campaigning for extra 

funding from Westminster to enable infrastructure projects such as ours to take place. Andrew 

Bowie is taking the lead on this matter and has requested information from the council on their 

maintenance strategy for bridges and prioritisation method so we can see how Park Bridge fares 

among the many other weak bridges in Aberdeenshire. 

At the time of writing we have 1,165 signatures on our ipetition and this is an excellent way in 

which to express your views and show the strength of feeling in the community, so if you 

haven’t yet signed it, here is the address to go to………https://www.ipetitions.com/petition/save-

park-bridge. 

Another way to express your opinion is to contact our local councillor Wendy Agnew, at 

cllr.w.agnew@aberdeenshire.gov.uk. Wendy chairs the Infrastructure Services Committee and 

therefore can influence the work that is undertaken on Park Bridge. The more she hears from 

the community, the better informed she will be in guiding infrastructure activities. 
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As some of you will have seen, the bridge closure is in place for 18 months which is the 

maximum period for a temporary closure. Beyond this, the council have to apply to the Cabinet 

Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity for Scotland, who is Michael Matheson, 

for permanent closure. As the bridge closed at the end of February 2019, we have 

approximately 10 months left before a permanent decision is taken. 

The high level of local concern resulted in articles being published in the P&J and also a news 

clip on STV Good Morning.  This helps to raise the profile of the condition of our historic bridge 

and the urgent need for funding. The only way we will get Park Bridge re-instated for vehicles is 

through push from the community – I know there are many of you on the case, let’s keep it up! 

	
Anne	Shearer		
(skylarksolutions@btinternet.com)	
===============================================================================	
June’s Story		

The phone rang and I saw that it was an international number, one that I recognised from a 

fostering service I worked for in Canada 15 years ago.  

Curious I picked up and heard an old colleague on the other line. After the niceties she got to 

the reason for the call, June a teenager I had worked with, now a woman in her thirties, wanted 

to get in touch with me, would I want to hear from her?																																																																																																									 
Of course, I remembered June. Angry, scared and defiant, her Mum the only certainty in her life 

was dying of cancer. No one wanted a teenager, so she was in a residential home while I tried 

desperately to find her a family, knowing she needed certainty more than anything. 

One of my last interactions with her had been from a slightly bizarre angle, a rooftop to be 

exact. June was threatening to jump and I and a police officer on the ground were trying to 

convince her not to. I think it would be fair to say both the police officer and I a fairly newly 

qualified social worker were feeling out of our comfort zone. 

What I remember from the night was not a shining example of my professional prowess but of 

failure. Stumbling on my words, trying not to let my anxiety show, I talked to June about all the 

promise I saw, the hope I had for her and how much it would hurt if she jumped.  

I was not convincing, and June intoxicated, decided to take her chances with the hard ground 

and not my soft fuzzy promises of a brighter future. The police officer and I linked wrists and 

caught her when she jumped, the officer breaking her wrist as a result, but June was 

unscathed, physically at least.  

So many years later her I was saying yes to speaking to June, with some worry about what I 

may hear about her life’s trajectory. Her memory of that time in her life is not what I thought I 

left her with. She remembers being sober in the morning and me looking her in the eyes and 

saying, “you are worth more than this moment, I see you June, you are capable of surviving 



this” For her this was a significant moment. June is now a mother herself and a social worker, 

wanting to give to others in a crisis a chance at opportunity. 

I share this not to give credit for my eloquent words, to be honest I don’t remember them, 

focusing only on my perceived failure at the time.  Or to share in June’s success she did all the 

hard work. 

I speak of this to say what an incredible privilege I have had to spend my career working with 

children who need to be cared for.  When you work with children you are working with the 

future. How many times have lives been changed by kindness? 

I ask you to consider this when thinking about the hundreds of children in your own 

communities who need our help. Could you have loved June when she needed it the most? 

Currently we are looking for …. permanent homes for children who have just as much potential 

as June. Will you consider helping us help them. 

	
(01224 624090  

+ Barnardo’s Scotland Fostering North, 20 Carden Place, Aberdeen, AB10 1UQ 

working Hours – Monday AM, Tuesday Full Day, Wednesday AM and Thursday Full Day 

==================================================================== 

Message from the Manse - Rev Jean Boyd  

I love the autumn!  I love getting my woolly jumpers out, the colder weather 
and I love the changing colours of the trees.  I might even go as far to say 
that autumn is my favourite season of the year. 
The autumn also heralds Alpha.  Alpha is a journey and an opportunity to 
come together to ask all those questions of faith and life that we so often 
struggle with (me included!) 

 
We are hosting an Alpha course which starts on Tuesday 24th September at 7.30pm at Ronnie 
and Fiona’s house at West Corsehill, Durris AB31 6EW and will alternate between this house 
and the Manse.  If you don’t know where West Corsehill is, then phone me for directions (01330 
811 031) or email me at Jboyd@churchofscotland.org.uk .  Alternatively, if you would like a lift 
meet me at Drumoak Church Hall at 7pm on the 24th and we can go together.  Check out the 
church web pages www.drumoakdurrischurch.org for details too. 
 
Alpha allows us to get together, over a meal, to watch a short DVD about questions such as ‘Is 
there more to life than this?’ and ‘How can I have faith?’ We can then ask the questions and 



find some answers too.  So why not sign up (drop me an email or phone or stop me in the 
street).  Come hungry and let us know beforehand if you have any dietary requirements.  All are 
welcome to come and ask those questions you have always wanted to ask about life and faith.   
 
May you have a blessed autumn and if you know someone who might like to come along to 
Alpha, why not start praying for them. 
 

Lord God thank you for the changing seasons 
For the cooler mornings, colourful days and chillier nights. 

This day we come to you with our fears, our pain as well as our joy. 
We come too with our questions, seeking answers to life’s meaning. 

We place all of this in your hands 
And in so doing place we put you in the middle of everything. 

Help us where we are now and may we see you, 
Guiding us and showing us the way forward. 

Lord Jesus be with us 
Now and evermore.  Amen 

With love in Christ,  

Jean Boyd,  

Minister of Drumoak-Durris Church    

 

An invitation to join us at Jolly Tots, which is so much more than a mothers and toddlers 

group; it’s open to everyone!  It is about making friends and having fun. We open from 9-15 to 

11-15am on Monday mornings during school term time in the Church Hall at Drumoak.  There 

are toys and activities for the children with tea and coffee for the adults.  We make a small 

charge on entry to help cover our costs, and it is a chance for everyone to take some time to relax, 

have a chat and a cuppa.  For more details please contact Mary Robertson 01330 811593 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Craft, Coffee and Chat - We’re delighted to say that the Craft, Coffee and 

Chat group are now meeting regularly in the Church Hall at Drumoak. We have a small but 
lovely group of ladies who enjoy a coffee and a chat – and some knitting 
or crochet too!  Of course, this group is not exclusive to women and we 
do hope that in the future, some men may come along too – perhaps to 
enjoy some painting or just for the coffee & chat.  Please come along if 
you are interested in either learning a new craft, sharing your knowledge 
with others or just bring your knitting and have a chat!  Coffee and home 



bakes are provided.  If you would like more information, please contact Norma Menzies on 
01330 844542 or Marion Nixon on 01330 811663.   
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

   



DRUMOAK-DURRIS CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
                     www.drumoakdurrischurch,org 
 

 In God’s grace, opening our doors and 

reaching out to bring God’s love, peace and 

joy to all. 

                                    Why not taste & see? 

You don’t have to be a member of the Church to come along to any of our services, everyone is 

welcome to join us!  Services are held at 10-00am every Sunday morning in Durris Church on 

the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month, and in Drumoak Church Hall on the 2nd, 4th and 5th 

Sundays.  Then why not stay and join us for refreshments.  There is always a crèche facility for 

younger children, and the opportunity for primary schoolchildren to join in with some activities.  

Both Durris Church and Drumoak Church Hall have a wheelchair available for use on arrival. 

Dates for the diary - 
                                  Harvest Thanksgiving Service 

Sunday, 29th September 2019  

10-00am in Drumoak Church Hall 

 

Communion Services  

Sunday, 6th October 10-00am Durris Church 

 

Remembrance Sunday – 10th November 2019 

10-00am Drumoak Church Hall 

DRUMOAK-DURRIS FRIENDSHIP GROUP 
Our autumn session begins on 7th October in Drumoak Church Hall at 2-00pm.  We meet on the 

first Monday of the month from October until June, but not in January.  New members are 

always welcome.  There is no membership fee, but we ask for a £2-00 donation for the tea and 

home bakes, which are enjoyed after the entertainment or a talk.  Our 

meetings average between 50 and 60 people.  Sadly, we lost Mrs Bisset in 

June; she was a lovely lady who will be missed.  On 3rd June, sixty of us 

met at the Treehouse, in Midmar for afternoon tea, and a look around the 

shops. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the committee for their support and input to the 

group over the past year; also, to the drivers, bakers, photographer, and all those who help 

with the washing up and tidying the hall.  A very special thank you to Brian for helping so 

willingly to set up the hall, when Billy was off duty.  Happily, Billy is back on track and ready to 

go again. 

For further information, please contact Amy Wilson, 01224 732575 



 

Messy Church 
A Messy good day to children and parents alike.  Now that the summer break is over its 

time for Messy Church to recommence.  For those of you who are not familiar with Messy Church it is an 

invitation for children accompanied by parent or parents, guardians, grannies, granddad’s etc, to come 

together and join in crafts, celebration and food.  Each Messy Church starts at 5-00pm in Drumoak Church 

Hall and finishes at around 6.30pm.  Each meeting has a different theme and this year we will be looking at 

Old Testament characters such as Moses, who was found in the bulrushes and Joseph with 

his coat of many colours.  We look forward to welcoming you at Messy Church.  If you’ve 

been before, Great!  If not please come along, join in the fun and give it a try.  The dates for 

Messy Church 2019-2020 are 4th October, 6th December 2019 and 7th February, 6th March, 

12th April (Messy Easter), and 8th May 2020. 

            ******************************************** 

Drumoak-Durris Church is now on Facebook!!  
Have a look and see what’s going 
on.  Click on the logo on our website 
–drumoakdurrischurch.org 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

	 	



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
	

	



	

 
Update from Drumoak & Durris Playgroup 
We’re	back	for	the	new	term	and	it’s	great	to	see	children	joining	our	popular	groups	
from	further	afield	as	well	as	our	own	parish.	We	love	the	community	that	lives	within	
the	walls	of	our	groups	and	seeing	friendships	grow	between	both	the	children	and	
parents.		
Currently	we’re	trialing	a	pay	as	you	go	scheme	for	our	bumps	and	babies	group	at	£2	
per	session.	A	supportive	group	for	local	parents	and	carers,	there	is	always	a	
sympathetic	ear	to	listen	to	your	tales	of	sleepless	nights	and	a	willing	pair	of	arms	to	
cuddle	or	bounce	your	little	one	whilst	you	enjoy	a	hot	drink.		
Our	toddler	groups	and	creche	continue	to	be	an	important	arena	for	learning	social	
skills	and	independence.	The	team	always	remarks	on	the	growth	of	the	little	ones	from	
term-to-term	as	they	learn	to	share,	play	together	and	develop	new	skills	which	will	
stand	them	in	good	stead	as	they	move	up	to	school	nursery.		
None	of	this	would	be	possible	without	the	committee	of	volunteers	to	enable	the	
running	of	these	groups	alongside	the	staff	team.	Since	the	committee	is	doing	a	sterling	
job	of	keeping	the	numbers	in	our	groups	healthy,	it’s	fair	to	say	they	could	do	with	a	
helping	hand.		
We’re	looking	for	a	vice-chair	to	join	the	ranks	and	learn	the	ropes	from	our	current	
chair,	Susan.	You	would	buddy	her	in	the	role	initially	with	the	option	to	step	into	her	
shoes	at	a	later	date	if	keen	to	do	so.		
As	well	as	committee	members	we’re	always	keen	to	hear	from	volunteers	who	might	
like	to	help	out	at	fundraising	events,	in	the	kitchen,	or	with	craft	/	reading	to	the	
children.			
To	enquire	about	groups,	volunteering	opportunities	or	joining	the	committee	please	
email:	drumoakanddurrisplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk.	Further	information	on	the	groups	
can	also	be	found	on	the	website:	www.drumoakanddurris.wixsite.com/playgroup		
Dates	for	your	diary:		
Autumn	Term		
Portrait	session	with	Logan	from	Deeside	Photographics	–	keep	an	eye	on	the	Facebook	
page	for	more	information.	Slots	open	to	all.		
No	creche	Friday	11th	October	2019	(in-service)		
Last	day	of	groups	Thursday	10th	October	2019		
Fancy	Dress	Halloween	Disco,	Drumoak	Bowling	Club,	Sunday	27	October:	1400	–	
1530,	tickets	£2.50	per	child	(open	to	all)	
Winter	Term		
Groups	begin	Tuesday	29th	October	2019		
No	Toddler	Group	Tuesday	19th	November	2019	(in-service)		



Last	day	of	groups	Friday	13th	December	2019	
Christmas	Party,	Kirktown	of	Durris	Hall,	0930	-1130	(Playgroup	attendees	only)	
Coming	in	2019	
*NEW	EVENT*	Nearly	New	Sale:	Drumoak	Church	Hall	
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
Peterculter Medical Practice 
Our	‘flu	vaccine	campaign	at	the	practice	starts	in	early	October,	we	will	be	running	our	
usual	regular	immunisation	clinics.	The	annual	flu	vaccine	protects	people	over	65,	
those	of	any	age	who	have	certain	health	conditions,	pregnant	women	and	those	who	
work	in	healthcare	against	the	strains	of	flu	virus	that	are	likely	to	be	circulating	each	
winter	flu	season.	The	flu	vaccine	is	offered	to	all	children	in	Scotland	aged	2–5	years	
(and	not	yet	in	school)	at	their	GP	practice;	it	is	also	offered	to	all	primary	school	
children	at	school.	As	was	the	case	last	year,	there	are	different	vaccine	products	being	
used	in	the	adult	and	at-risk	groups,	the	recommended	vaccine	for	any	individual	being	
based	on	scientific	evidence	of	best	possible	effectiveness.		Please	remember	that	fit	and	
healthy	younger	adults	are	not	regarded	as	being	at	particular	risk	of	‘flu	complications	
so	are	not	recommended	for	routine	NHS	vaccination.	Some	companies	will,	however,	
offer	this	to	their	employees	and	the	flu	vaccine	is	available	on	a	private	basis	for	a	
small	charge	via	some	pharmacies	and	other	private	medical	organisations.	Please	don't	
delay	getting	your	flu	vaccine	organised	so	that	you	are	protected	from	influenza	during	
the	winter	months	–	it’s	not	too	late!	Further	information	is	widely	available	online,	a	
good	resource	being	www.nhsinform.scot/flu.	
For	the	past	few	months	we	have	been	hosting	Elaine	Forbes,	paramedic	practitioner,	
on	a	training	attachment	designed	to	give	her	experience	of	all	aspects	of	health	care	
delivery	in	a	community	setting.	With	the	current	recruitment	challenges	being	faced	by	
Primary	Care	the	clinical	workforce	is	changing	to	be	more	diverse,	with	pharmacists	
and	advanced	nurse	practitioners	already	well-established	members	of	the	frontline	
team.	Paramedic	practitioners	are	also	becoming	a	common	addition	to	practice	clinical	
staff,	with	their	particular	expertise	in	unscheduled/emergency	work.		
Thank	you	for	your	ongoing	help	with	our	medical	student	attachments.	The	practice	is	
now	fully	involved	at	all	stages	of	undergraduate	medical	education,	from	early	years	up	
to	final	year.			
Best	wishes			Dr	D	C	M	Harris	
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
Drumoak Durris Crathes Bowling Club			Our	Bowling	Club	had	the	honour	of	holding	
the	Dee-Don	League	Champion	of	Champions	Competition	during	the	first	two	weeks	in	
August.		This	was	a	mammoth	task,	and	much	appreciated	by	all	who	participated.		Our	
thanks	go	to	all	our	members	especially	our	Catering	Staff	who	made	this	Competition	



such	a	success	for	the	Club.		We	also	held	an	Open	Triples	Competition	on	24th	and	25th	
August	which	was	very	successful	and	of	great	benefit	to	the	Club.		Our	Indoor	Season	
begins	on	Tuesday	24	September	at	6pm	when	we	look	forward	to	welcoming	both	
current	and	new	members.	 
We	have	started	the	enrolment	of	Social	Members	to	the	Club	at	an	initial	cost	of	£10	
per	year.		Details	of	Social	Membership	can	be	found	on	Facebook	or	by	email	from	the	
Club	on	ddc.bowling	@outlook.com.	Anyone	considering	joining	as	a	Social	Member	can	
also	telephone	the	Club	on	01330	811378	and	leave	a	message.		We	will	return	your	
call.	
You	can	also	email	us	with	your	ideas	on	what	you	would	want	the	Club	to	provide,	
were	you	to	become	a	Social	Member.	
We,	as	a	Club	have	been	pleased	to	welcome	a	number	of	new	playing	members	during	
the	Outdoor	Season.		We	are	still,	however,	in	need	of	many	more	players	and	Social	
Members	to	ensure	the	sustainability	of	the	Club.				
Looking	towards	the	winter	and	the	Festive	Season	the	Club	Pavilion	is	for	hire	at	a	cost	
of	£15	per	hour.		Anyone	wishing	to	do	so	should	contact	Lena	Sim	on	01330	811374.	
When	hiring	the	Club	Pavilion,	we	ask	that	all	goods	and	supplies	are	off-loaded	from	
Sunnyside	Avenue	and	not	from	the	private	lane	servicing	the	two	houses	alongside	the	
Club.	
Dave	Stuart	
Club	President	
	

						 									

     
                     



  Latest News from Drumoak Church 

At last I do have some news to share with you, and its good 

news! 

The Kirk Session met with members of the Property & Finance 

Group on Thursday, 15th August 2019, and discussed the way 

forward with the refurbishment programme for the church 

building. 

It remains the intention of both the Kirk Session and the Property & Finance Group to 

complete the entire project for the redevelopment of the church building.  Initially the 

work will commence as a staged programme, whilst consideration and research is carried 

out for the planned extensions to both the front (south) and rear (north) of the church 

building.  The first stage of the programme of works will entail the completion of the 

internal work.  This will provide a large multi-purpose space on the upper level, which 

will not only act as the sanctuary for the congregation, but also as a hall for use by the 

wider community of Drumoak and Durris.  On the lower level, there is to be a kitchen, 

toilet facilities and various meeting rooms.  This is just a brief outline, because the 

actual layout has yet to be finalised.  All the windows of the church building will need to 

be renovated – some to a much greater level than others.  Similarly, the roof is in need 

of repair and restoration work.  So, as you can imagine, it is not going to be a ‘quick fix’.  

However, the plan is to proceed with the work within the church building, as soon as the 

necessary approvals and consents, both from Aberdeenshire Council and the General 

Trustees of the Church of Scotland, have been granted.   

And that’s when the really hard work will have to begin.  Not just the actual physical 

building work, which will be evident to almost everyone, but all the equally hard and 

essential work, which goes on behind the scenes.  All of this renovation work will need to 

be paid for, and funding will most definitely have to be sought from various 

organisations.  In addition, we as a church and as a community need to show our 

support for this project.  So, fair warning, we shall be asking for money – one way or 

another!   

Sadly, it’s probably going to be a while until all the required consents have been 

granted, but that gives each of you an opportunity to put forward any ideas you may 

have as to what you want from this new facility in Drumoak.  How can we ensure it 

meets your needs, as well as those of the church itself?  Now is the time to get in touch 

with any ideas, suggestions, and offers of help you may have.  It is easy to do – make a 

call or send me a letter or an e-mail.  I will happily pass on anything, which you feel will 

make this project work for us all, to the team looking after the project.   

I look forward to hearing from you.  In the meantime,  

with kind regards, 



Marion McNeil, Session Clerk, Drumoak-Durris Church 

 Marionmcneil24@yahoo.com    telephone 01330 811350 

============================================================ 

Tales from the Riverbank by Robert Harper 

The river Dee 2019 fishing season has been very mixed with catches low generally - 

presently under 2000 fish caught. At times the spring season had lower water conditions 

than we would have liked and as I have written in the past, as many beats are struggling 

to let the fishing, the lack of rods mean numbers are bound to be down. Since June 

though, water levels have been much better, too much at times but it’s always better to 

have water. Catches since then have improved with some of the lower river beats 

catching fish. They have had to wait many months for some success and here’s hoping 

the remaining six weeks of the season is rewarding for all the beats and anglers. I’ll give 

a more detailed account of 2019 season in the next edition. 

Pacific pink salmon, best known for being a favourite prey of North American grizzly 

bears, made their presence known in the River Dee summer 2017. Pink Humpback 

salmon were deliberately introduced to Russian rivers over 50 years ago in an attempt to 

feed the Russian hungry population. In the 1950’s, using hatcheries, young Pink salmon 

were introduced, hoping they would go to sea, feed and come back as adults and start 

breeding then  quickly increase in numbers. Unfortunately, at that time river 

temperatures were then found to be too cold for the young fish to survive and the 

project was stopped. 

In the late 1970’s with river average temperatures rising by a few degrees the 

introduction was again attempted, successfully this time. Pink salmon, unlike Atlantic 

salmon don’t have a great homing instinct so as numbers increased, they began spread 

westwards to colonise northern Norwegian rivers. In 2017 they have made a real 

appearance in many other countries rivers, including UK Rivers and the Dee. 

These fish are not native to the UK and are likely to have ‘strayed’ from some of the 

rivers in northern Norway or Russia. Pink salmon spawn at a different time from Atlantic 

salmon. Pinks have a 2-year lifecycle and generally spawn in summer, mostly in the 

lower reaches of a river and within a very short period of time (months) the young fish 

hatch and take-off to sea to feed, returning two summers later. In time some adult fish 

will come back on odd years, with bigger runs expected back on even years. This 

summer, two years on, Scottish rivers have as yet reported smaller numbers than that 

of 2017. On the Dee two pink salmon have been caught this season and some more 



have been seen but not in big numbers however with the river having plenty of water 

since June, possibly the pinks have not been so easy to see?? 

Pacific pink salmon, when fresh from the sea, are steel blue to blue-green on the back, 

silver on the flanks and white on the belly. There are large black spots on the back, 

upper flanks, adipose fins and tail.  Some of the spots on the tail can be as large as the 

fish’s eyes. They are very uniform in size, reaching only 40 to 60cms in length.  Breeding 

males are immediately identifiable because of their humps, their black tongues and 

heavily spotted tails. Females will show heavily spotted tails and be pinkish-brown on 

the flanks. 

It is difficult to assess the true long-term impact of this ‘foreign’ species to our native 

river however we must appreciate that Nature is incredible, varied and continually 

changing. 

===================================================================		
 
Durris Kirkton Hall Update 
Kirkton Hall is situated just 14 miles west of Aberdeen in Kirkton of Durris. It stands on 

the edge of Durris Forest just 50 metres from the South Deeside Road (B9077). The hall 

has been completely refurbished, transforming it into a modern venue with all the charm 

of a period building. It is managed and maintained by enthusiastic local volunteers. 

The Hall is a registered charity established to provide recreation and leisure activities for 

the use of the local community.  

Our village hall is hired out to 5 user groups on a regular basis every month including 

the Young Farmers Club, WI, Indoor Bowling Club, Accordian Club and the local Scout 

Group. 

The WI meet once a month on the second Monday of every month at 1930.   

The Scottish Accordion Club meet once a month on the second Sunday of every month 

at 1830  

The Scouts meet once a week on a Wednesday night 

The Drumoak /Durris indoor bowling club meet on a Tuesday night  

The Young Farmers meet once a month 

The Hall is also available to hire for private functions.  

All of our 10 management committee members are residents of Durris, as some 

members of the management committee are stepping down, we are currently looking to 

recruit some new members.  



We would be delighted to hear from anyone who would be willing to donate just a couple 

of hours of their time a month to this worthwhile community facility, we meet once a 

month on a Thursday night at Durris Kirkton Hall. 

If anyone is interested in joining us or wishes to book the Hall please get in touch via  

durriskirktonhall@gmail.	com or call us on 01330844670.You can also message us via 

our Facebook page, Durris Kirkton Hall 

 

 
 
Drumoak Primary School and Nursery  
Introduction	
I am delighted to write my first contribution for the Drumoak Community newsletter.  By 

way of introduction, my name is Lynn Service and I have the privilege of being Head 

Teacher at Drumoak School and Nursery.  In the future I look forward to getting to know 

you and welcoming members of the community to school in a range of different 

capacities. 

 We are already into week 4 of the new session and the children and staff are all settled 

in their new classes.  Our school role has risen to 125 pupils in school and 24 pupils in 

our nursery. 

Last term we engaged with all stakeholders to review the vison and values for our 

school. Our refreshed vision is that at Drumoak all our pupils: 

• IMAGINE 

• BELIEVE  

• ACHIEVE  

This vision is supported by our school values that are part and parcel of everyday school 

life 



• BE KIND 

• BE FAIR 

• BE SAFE 

• BE OUR BEST 

 

Activities 

Our P5/6 class have already been on a school trip to Techfest in Aberdeen where they 

had an opportunity to take part in a range of science and technology workshops. 

Last week parents were invited into school to find out about the year ahead and visit 

classes.  This was an excellent opportunity for pupils and staff to share information with 

parents. 

P6 pupils enjoyed a great afternoon at Drumoak Bowling Club. The members taught the 

children how to bowl and this resulted in enthusiastic competition between the young 

bowlers.  The children look forward to three more sessions during the month of 

September.  Our thanks to the Bowling Club for providing this opportunity for our 

children. 

Charity Work 

This term we have been collecting filled back packs to support the Backpack Project. The 

children have put together nearly new back packs that contain arrange of items like 

towels, pens, paper, socks toothpaste etc.  The back packs will be collected shortly and 

transported to children in need across the world. 

If you would like to support this project you would be very welcome to drop off a 

backpack at school. Please see the website below for full details. 

www.marysmeals.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/the-backpack-project 

 
Participation Groups 

This term, all our pupils will be working in school improvement groups.  These 

participation groups give our pupils an opportunity to have a voice in the school 

initiatives and a responsibility to contribute to all aspects of school life. 

I would be delighted if any members of the Drumoak community were able to assist. 

Help is required in the gardening group and the library group.  If you are interested in 

becoming involved in improvement groups, please contact the school. 

Maths Week - week beginning 30th September 

This important week in the school calendar and promotes maths for all.  The school will 

be running many events during this week.  If you are enthusiastic about maths and 

would like to speak to children about how you use maths in your life, please contact the 

school.  Your engagement would be very much appreciated. 

Cycle Training 



Next week in Drumoak you may see our P7 pupils in yellow vests out and about 

undertaking a series of cycle lessons to improve their road sense and understanding of 

being a safe road user.  This is important to our children so that they can be safe on the 

bicycles.  

 

 
 

Crathes Hall Update 
The planning application for a new Crathes Hall was submitted and full planning 

permission granted by Aberdeenshire Council on 28th August 2019. 

Meantime the hall is available for bookings for private parties, ongoing classes or any 

other events. 

New members welcome at TRX workout on a Monday 7-8, Table Tennis on a Wednesday 

afternoon 2-4 and Yoga on a Wednesday evening 7-8pm.  Children’s football ‘Footstars’ 

on a Friday morning. 

Forthcoming events at the hall are as follows: 

PLAY 

Friday October 4th at 7.30pm  

another great play at Crathes Hall!  

“Cracked Tiles” - a son’s tragicomic journey as he excavates the ruins of the family’s 

Italian fish and chip shop and time travels into the past to uncover the truth about his 

mysterious father.’ 

Winner of top EdFringe award. 

Tickets £10 from NEAT or Avril Reid 07751800173 avrilreid@yahoo.co.uk 

MUSIC 

IONA FYFE 

8PM ON SATURDAY 23 NOVEMBER 2019 

TICKETS £10 



CONTACT JEN MCHATTIE 07815 412742 FOR TICKETS 

Iona Fyfe, one of Scotland’s finest young ballad folk singers is coming to Crathes Hall in 

November. 

Winner of Scots singer of the year at the MG ALBA Scots Music Awards 2018, Iona has 

been described as “one of the best Scotland has to offer!”  Iona has also performed 

with the BBC symphony orchestra as part of the world premiere of Disney Pixar’s Brave, 

in concert at Glasgow Royal Concert Hall. 

Iona studied at the prestigious Royal Conservatoire of Scotland and graduated with a 

first class honours degree in traditional music.  

HOGMANAY CEILIDH 

Family Hogmanay Ceilidh 8pm- 12am  

Dance to North of the Glens ceilidh Band  

Doors open 7.30pm Bring your own food and drink. 

Tickets Adults £15, under 5’s free, 5 - 16 years £5. 

Tickets on sale from Saturday 5th October at Crathes Fly or 

Avril Reid 07751 800 173. avrilreid@yahoo.co.uk 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------                                 

Garden Advice from The Mains of Drum Plant Expert Dr Jane Bingham 
Autumn Leaves 
Kaleidoscope of Colours 
Choose a crisp, sunny day and take a walk, or drive, around Royal Deeside and enjoy 

the spectacular autumn scenery. Woodlands are losing their summer greens and 

changing to dazzling shades of golden yellow, copper, bronze and wine red. 

Enjoy autumn colour in your own garden by planting a shrub or tree that has superb 

autumn foliage. Here are some examples: 

Acer (Maple) 

Amelanchier (Snowy mespilus) 

Blueberry 

Cercidiphyllum japonicum (Katsura or Candyfloss tree) 

Cotinus (Smoke bush) 

Euonymus alatus (Winged spindle tree) 

Fagus sylvatica ‘Atropurpurea’ (Copper beech) 

Gingko biloba (Maidenhair tree)  
Hydrangea quercifolia (Oak-leaved hydrangea) 

Liquidamber styraciflua (Sweet gum) 

Quercus coccinea ‘Splendens’ (Scarlet oak) 

Rhus typhina (Stag’s horn sumach) 

Sorbus (Rowan) 

	



Top Tip  

Autumn is a great time of year for planting. The soil is still warm from the summer sun 

and is moist due to increased rainfall. What is more, plant roots will have plenty of time 

to grow and become established before the sap rises in spring and plants surge into 

growth again. 

The Science of Leaf Fall As autumn approaches the days grow shorter, temperatures 

fall and the leaves of non-evergreen trees and shrubs shut down and fall. During this 

process (known as senescence) leaves lose their green colour to reveal dazzling shades 

of orange, yellow and red. These colours are already present but have been masked by 

the green colour. As the green pigment, chlorophyll, breaks down, nutrients are 

salvaged and moved to other parts of the plant. Finally, the layer of cells that connect 

the leaf to the stem dies and the leaf falls off. Leaf senescence and fall allow the plant to 

survive the cold, harsh winter months. Fresh, new leaves grow in spring as the 

temperature warms up.	 
Making Leaf Mould 

The Mains of Drum gardener, Jon, collects the fallen autumn leaves  

from around the grounds to make leaf mould. Leaf mould has many  

uses around the garden: 

• It makes a wonderful soil conditioner and mulch.  

• Well-rotted leaf mould can be sieved and used for seed                                    

sowing 

• When mixed with equal parts of sharp sand and top soil it  

can be used as potting compost.  

• It can also be used on lawns as a top dressing. 

Pile up the leaves and leave them for at least two years to break down into crumbly, 

black leaf mould. Keep the leaf pile moist and turn it regularly. Leaves from beech, 

hornbeam and oak break down the quickest and make good quality leaf mould. 

Did you know? 

In America and Canada, autumn is known as fall, which refers to ‘fall of the year’ or ‘fall 

of the leaf’. The word ‘fall’ was also widely used in Britain until we adopted the French 

word ‘l’automne’ in the 18th century.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Park Shop Update 
Has summer gone already?  We were completely spoiled with sunny days last year.  This 

summer has been somewhat average in comparison, but Park customers have still made 

good use of our picnic tables to enjoy their coffee, cake, and savouries.  Next week is 

forecast to warm up again too... Fingers crossed for an Indian summer! 

	



 

What’s new at Park?  It appears that many of you have still to find out what has 

happened to the old newsagents shop!  Every week we have Drumoak and Durris 

residents coming through the door for the first time.  It’s only a year since we opened, 

after all. 😅 

For the month of October, we’ll be offering a free coffee (or tea) to any local who is 

shopping at Park for the first time.  Please make yourself known when you’re at the 

counter and become part of the Park Shop family. 

Our chilled produce offering has recently been augmented with a selection of chef-

prepared meals courtesy of our collaboration with Meet the Meet in Charleston, 

Aberdeen.  There are some great-value mains and accompaniments in the chiller which 

are a convenient alternative to mass-produced ready meals.  These are a fine addition to 

our selection of quality food, wines, eggs, and fresh bread. 

At time of writing we’re in the process of expanding our alcohol license so we can serve 

drinks on the premises.  Think of chilled craft beers and GnTs in the summer; wines with 

cheese platters all year round; mulled wine in winter; lots of ideas for the future.  With 

Park Blend coffee we might even offer Espresso Martinis and Gaelic Coffees if there’s 

demand for it. 

Look out for a few changes outside which will make the winter months a little more 

practical. We’re very conscious there’s limited space to sit inside at the window 

bar.  Picnic tables outside are not ideal in the rain and snow so we’re going to find a way 

to shelter them. 

And finally., did we mention that Park Shop now has an outlet in the West end of 

Aberdeen?  It’s downstairs at Curated Stories, on the corner of Claremont Street and 

Chattan Place - a subterranean foodie heaven!  If you’re in the area, drop in to 

experience a little bit of the Shire in the heart of the City. 

See	you	soon	
Charles	&	Tytti	
===================================================================	

 

The Drumoak and Durris Community Group would all like to pass on our thanks to 

Marion McNeil who is resigning her post as Treasurer this autumn. 



 

Marion has been a stalwart of the DDCG Committee since its inception in 2011 and has 

done a sterling job as Treasurer and Committee member since then. Her dedication and 

thoroughness has been a real asset and we will all miss her smiley, helpful presence at 

our meetings and we wish Marion all best wishes in the future. Our new Treasurer is 

David Smart and we are delighted to have David on board and thank him very much for 

stepping into the breach!  

 

Our forthcoming events will be the Bonfire and Fireworks night in November and our 

Christmas Tree Lighting event on the first Sunday in December on the village green so 

please look out for information in the Newsletter and on our DDCG Facebook page.  

 
We are always in need of volunteers and new members and if anyone should wish to join 

our happy band, please come along to our meetings on the first Tuesday of the month 

7.30pm in the Sunnyside Farm Office, or contact Chairman Duncan Wight on 07831 855 

916 

 

Editor’s	message.		
Support	for	Park	Bridge	has	been	
growing	over	the	past	couple	of	
months	and	to	save	it	we	have	to	keep	
the	pressure	up.	The	council	drop	in	
sessions	will	have	passed	when	this	
newsletter	comes	out	and	we	wait	to	
see	the	outcome	of	the	option	that	was	
chosen.			
It	has	been	another	packed	newsletter	
this	quarter	but	if	you	want	to	submit	
an	article	or	advertise	in	the	next	issue	
just	drop	me	a	line	at	
editorddnews@btinternet.com	
	
	 	 	 													KMS	
	
Any	articles	for	the	Winter	newsletter	
please	send	to	me	no	later	than	Friday	
November	8th,	2019.	

	



	

						 				

	 	



	

	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	

	

	

	

	



  

 
 

 

 

	

Opinions	expressed	in	the	Newsletter	are	not	necessarily	shared	by	the	

Editor.		The	Editor	is	not	responsible	for	the	contents	of	any	

advertisement	placed	nor	the	reliability	or	quality	of	any	goods	or	

services	offered.		Inclusion	in	the	Newsletter	should	not	be	taken	as	an	

endorsement	of	the	advertiser	by	the	editor	

	

	


