
 
	

		Welcome to the Christmas edition of the Drumoak and Durris 
Newsletter. 
    

Park Shop Update     
	
With only a day to go until the clocks change, (at time of writing the article) it’s hard to 
believe that the new Park Shop has now been open for 8 weeks.  These last two 
months have been a baptism of fire, but the shop has got off to a great start with 
many customers from Drumoak, Durris, Crathes, Banchory, and beyond, all becoming 
regular visitors.  We sincerely want to thank everyone who has been so positive and 
encouraging about what we’ve done to the place, and the benefit it has brought to the 
local community.  We’ve certainly enjoyed meeting everyone whilst providing “a 
refreshingly different experience unlike anything else in the area” (your words; not 
ours).  It makes all the hard work worthwhile. 
  
So, what is Park Shop these days and what makes it special?  It’s essentially a village 
store and off-licence with elements of an artisan bakery serving fresh pastries, cakes, 
and sandwiches – breakfast and lunch – five days a week, along with our own blend of 
speciality coffee, tea and hot chocolate.  At the weekends we serve locally sourced 
organic meat pies and bacon rolls.  We have a small window bar with three stools for 
those who want to eat in - but we’re not a café.  There are a couple of picnic tables 
outside with a very nicely laid out car park and garden area (thanks to Duncan Wight 
and Nether Park quarry!)  The outside seating was still being enjoyed by customers 
this week, but I suspect that may be the last time for several months. 
  
The Christmas season will be in full swing by time you read this and there’s currently 
only eight weeks until the big day.  I normally don’t think about these things until the 
24th but this year I’ve been encouraged to change my mind-set.  Some customers have 
been requesting hampers for the last three weeks!  So, we’re now planning Park 
Hampers and Cheeseboards for collection in the two weeks before Xmas.  Availability 
will be limited so, if this is of interest, please drop in for details. 
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Park Shop is open Wednesday-Saturday from 9am to 7pm, and on Sunday from 10am 
till 5pm.  We’re very active on social media so you can get regular updates on products 
and events on Instagram (park.shop.park) and Facebook.  Our community involvement 
meantime extends to a free library outside the front door, where you can help yourself 
to some quality literature.  In conjunction with the DDCC we’re planning a community 
noticeboard which can provide information about what’s going on, and services 
available, in the local area.  We’re also planning to host some small events such as 
tasting evenings (wine, gin etc.) and foodie nights in the shop – space and time 
permitting. 
  
A huge thank-you once again to everyone who has supported us in this exciting phase 
of the history of Park Shop.  It’s particularly poignant for me since I discovered that 
one of my forefathers was the Postmaster of Durris in the mid-1800s and was born in 
the semi-derelict cottage next to Keith’s Tower and Park Bridge.  That was quite an 
eye-opener since I’ve only lived here for half of my life and didn’t consider myself to be 
particularly local.  We’re very fortunate to live is such a wonderful area and I’m proud 
to have played a part in returning a bit of substance to its continued growth. 

Charles Clark 
                                                                               
==================================================================== 
Message from the Manse –  

When I looked around the church building at Drumoak recently I 
was amazed at the work to date but also astounded at the work 
yet to do.  It is easy to feel downbeat about the future, especially 
when it seems that there is too much to do.   
 
Later, when reading the Bible, I was reminded that ‘nothing is 

impossible with God.’  This phrase appears in only two forms in the Bible.  The first 
time is in Old Testament in Genesis 18: 14 when Sarah hears she will become pregnant 
for the first time and have a child in her old age.  She laughs to herself when she hears 
this news and the Lord questions this reaction by asking ‘Is anything too hard for the 
Lord?’  Then in the New Testament in Luke 1: 37, we read that the angel Gabriel 
appears to Mary and tells her she will become pregnant with the Holy Spirit and have a 
child, God’s Son.  No doubt Mary is astonished, yet she simply acknowledges God’s 
greatness when she declares, ‘For there is nothing that God cannot do.”  
 



Sarah’s reaction is to laugh at what seems to human eyes to be impossible, Mary’s is 
to acknowledge who God is and that only God knows what God cannot do.  Both 
predictions of the pregnancies come true.  Sarah has a boy who is named Isaac and 
Isaac’s descendent Jesus is born to Mary.   
 
Different folk react to news in different ways, some laugh at God’s abilities and some 
simply acknowledge God for who God is.  Whatever situation you find yourself in this 
time of Advent and Christmas, may you know who God is and be reassured that 
nothing is impossible with God.  Nothing! 
 
Merry Christmas and a very happy 2019. 
 
Lord we thank you for the glorious message of this season: 
The glad tidings of great joy, ever old yet ever new. 
We thank you for the faith of Mary, and the way you changed her life. 
Above all we thank you that you can change our lives too, 
Through believing in the good news of Jesus Christ. 
Teach us never to forget how great you are 
Even when things seem impossible to us. 
Come Immanuel Come!  Amen 
Rev Jean Boyd, The Manse, Drumoak-Durris Church  
===============================================  
 

Services are held on Sunday morning at 10-00am in 
Durris Church on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each 
month, and in Drumoak Church Hall on the 2nd, 4th & 
5th Sunday.  Everyone is welcome to join the Minister 
and congregation at any of the services, and to stay 
afterwards for tea, coffee and biscuits.  There is a 
crèche facility for younger children, and activities for 
primary school children.  Wheelchairs are available at 
all services. 



 
 

 

 

 

S.P.L.A.T.is an informal group, supported by the local church.  We meet 

every Wednesday during term time for a noisy time of musical fun between 2-
00 and 3-15pm.  We sing, play instruments, dance and march together.  We 
explore music and begin to recognise contrasts in music, such as fast/slow and 
high/low.  Some of the songs stay the same every week, and others frequently 
change.  We aim to be a friendly group, who can get to know one another 
through chatting during coffee time.  At 2-45pm we serve the children juice and 
snacks, then they have a craft activity, and we put out toys for them, while the 



adults have a welcome cuppa.  Come along on a Wednesday afternoon, and join 
in the fun after the school summer holidays!! 
For more information, ring Mary 01330 811593, or Fiona 01330 811900 
 
 
Drumoak-Durris Church is now on Facebook!! - Have a look and 

see what’s going on.   
 Click on the logo 
on our website – 

drumoakdurrischurch.org 
 

 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 2018 – BATTLES OVER 
 

You may well recall that in the last edition of the Newsletter, I made ‘some early 
appeals in readiness’ for this very special anniversary.  Well, I now just want to say a 
huge thank you to everyone who responded to that request.   
 
So many of you took on the challenge of the Cascade of Poppies, which formed the 
centrepiece of the display for the service in Drumoak Church Hall.  We were truly 
overwhelmed by the number of handcrafted poppies we received – thank you to each 
and every one of you who donated these floral tributes, and to the ladies who 
assembled this very special display.  We were so pleased to welcome those of you, who 



came during that afternoon, not only to view this anniversary tribute display, but also 
to have the opportunity of making a visit to Drumoak Church. 
 
More thanks, this time to those of you who joined us for the service in the Church Hall 
and the procession to the War Memorial for the dedication and laying of the wreath.  
Sincere thanks must go to the pipers who answered the appeal for music in recognition 
of this special anniversary.  Their music echoed throughout Crathes, Durris and 
Drumoak from first thing in the morning until early in the evening.  Thanks again to 
each of you.   
 
Finally, our appreciation to those of you who joined us for the ‘Ringing out for Peace’ at 
both Drumoak and Durris Churches at precisely 7-05pm on Sunday, 11th November 
2018.      Marion McNeil, Session Clerk 

--------------------------------------------- 

DRUMOAK-DURRIS FRIENDSHIP CLUB   meets on the first Monday of the month 
from February to June, and October to December at 2:00pm in Drumoak Church Hall.  
This is a place where people can come and meet one another while having tea/coffee 
and a selection of tasty tray bakes.  A range of entertainment or speakers is also 

provided.  There is no membership fee, but we do charge £1.50 for 
tea.  Lifts are available and new members are always welcome.  So, 
please do come along and join us.  For more information, please 
contact Amy Wilson, telephone number 01224 732575.     	
 

               
=============================================================== 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor’s	message.	A	Merry	Christmas	to	you	all	and	all	the	best	wishes	for	the	coming	year.		
I	would	like	to	thank	everybody	who	has	helped	with	the	distribution	of	the	newsletter	or	submitted	
articles	for	the	newsletter	during	this	year.	Without	your	contributions	there	would	be	no	
newsletter.	I	would	also	like	to	thank	everyone	who	has	taken	out	adverts	during	the	year,	this	also	
helps	to	get	the	newsletter	published.	Looking	forward	to	next	year,	we	are	appealing	for	more	
volunteers	to	help	with	the	sorting	of	the	newsletter	for	distribution,	please	see	the	article	later	in	
the	issue	about	this	topic.	
Finally,	a	personal	thank	you	to	the	newsletter	team	who	all	give	up	their	own	time	to	ensure	the	
presses	role!	
A	special	thanks	to	Peter	Richardson	for	his	input	and	help	over	the	years	to	the	newsletter	team.	He	
may	be	leaving	the	team	but	will	still	be	chased	for	articles	on	hill	walking!	
KMS	
editorddnews@btinternet.com	
	



Drumoak	and	Durris	Playgroup 	
Gillean Keith, mum of Lois, tells us of her experience of becoming a parent and 
the support and friendships she and her daughter forged as a result of attending 
her local Bumps and Babies group. 

Drumoak and Durris Playgroup has been running since 1994 and all three groups 
- Crèche, Toddlers and Bumps and Babies - run at the Crossroads Nursery 
School premises.  Expectant mothers, new born babies and their carers, right 
through to pre-school age children are all welcome to join with the various 
groups. 

My experience so far has been with the Bumps and Babies group which runs on 
a Wednesday morning.  When my daughter came along in May 2017 I suddenly 
realised I didn’t know many other mummies or local people.  When you live in an 
area like Woodlands of Durris it is easy to go about your busy everyday life 
without knowing many of the folk around about you.  I knew my neighbours and 
those who walk dogs in the woods but not many more - after five years living 
here.   

So, when Lois was born, I 
tentatively emailed the group to 
see if I could pop along to 
Bumps and Babies and it was 
the best decision ever.  I 
popped along for my taster 
session in June, when Lois was 
just five weeks old, with the 
view that I would start properly 
after the summer when she was 
a little bit older.  I was met by 
Viv (Vivika) who runs the group, 
she gave me a warm welcome.  
I immediately felt so 
comfortable around the other 
mums, grandparents and dads 
there.  Viv has her own children 
so when I came in complaining 
of no sleep for nights and a 
baby whose grueling feeding 
schedule couldn’t possibly be 
normal, Viv nodded knowingly 
and told me that it was all 
normal and made me a cup of 
tea.  It was such a relief 
speaking to other sleep 
deprived mums while the babies 
explored their surroundings.  

As Lois has grown older, she 
can play with more of the toys 
and books, eat the snacks, and 
low and behold, she has her 



own set of friends already! The group has enabled me to meet lots of local 
families and develop much more of a sense of belonging. All because of Bumps 
and Babies.   

Suddenly I have a fully-grown toddler who is ready to take her next step, so in 
November we will progress to the Toddler group and learn new skills and meet 
more people.  It has given me so much confidence and I know it has helped with 
Lois’s development, she walks into the room on a Wednesday morning like she 
owns the place!  I can’t thank Vivika enough for her friendly welcome and 
knowing just what to say to the tired and sometimes overwhelmed mums.   

Throughout the year there are special events like the Teddy Bears’ Picnic 
Halloween, and Christmas Parties. I have now joined the committee of parent 
volunteers who look after the day-to-day running of the groups whilst three 
experienced play leaders run the groups.  There are also fundraising events 
throughout the year which provide the financial support for the continuation of 
these groups. The committee are always looking for new parent members so if 
you feel you could offer some time to help with the running of the groups then 
please get in touch, we would love to hear from you! 

As a parent I recognise the value of these groups and believe they are vital to 
the local community. They bring together children and their carers from a vast 
rural area in a relaxed environment, allowing them to develop peer and support 
groups before the children go on to start school nursery and school itself. If you 
are interested in joining I’d urge you to have a look at the website, 
www.drumoakanddurris.wixsite.com/playgroup, and send an email to 
drumoakanddurrisplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk with an enquiry if you are keen to 
join any of the groups. Hope to see you soon!  

===================================================================	
Musings from Councillor Ann Ross, Banchory & Mid Deeside 
 
I have been privileged to serve since May 2017 as one of the Councillors for Ward 
16 Banchory & Mid Deeside, which includes Crathes.  My portfolio which is wide & 
varied, includes serving on the Communities Committee, Integrated Health Board, 
Chair the Integrated Health Board Clinical Governance & Adult Social Work 
Committee, Elevator Board and the Local Review Board (planning).  I am also a 
champion for fresh water mussels and swifts.  Being a champion for fresh water 
mussels is particularly pertinent, as my family have fished the River Dee for 
generations.  I live locally with my family. 
As Councillors we need to have an Aberdeenshire wide perspective, however local 
people and local issues are my priority.  Our local communities are enduring 
numerous challenges at the moment, and people are being asked to volunteer to 
help others and to do more to help themselves, as Council services & budgets are 
stretched. 
With winter approaching, volunteers are being asked by Aberdeenshire Council to 
come forward to help with snow clearing from publicly adopted footways and 
footpaths and to become Snow Wardens.  The Snow Warden Scheme is looking 
for groups of volunteers to assist with snow clearing within an area in their local 
community, along footways/footpaths along a street, cul-de-sac, several streets 
or a housing estate.  This pack includes all the information for volunteers to 
collectively assist their community in a Snow Warden capacity over the winter 



months. The season usually runs from 1st November until 31st March. However, 
voluntary snow-clearing may be required out with this period. If you are 
interested, please see the following links for details of the scheme.  
                      Volunteer_Snow_Warden_Welcome_Pack.doc                                                                                                  

Volunteer_Snow_Warden_Scheme_Training.docx 
 

As I write about snow and mid-winter, Christmas is fast approaching, and it is a 
time for us all to come together.  Can I ask you all to think of those who do not 
have family or friends around them at this time of year?  May I wish you all a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
	 

================================================================ 

	 	
We are currently looking for new members to join our Indoor Bowling Club, held 
on Tuesday evenings from 7-9 pm. We meet in the Kirkton Hall, Durris from late 
September until April. 
We hold our own club competitions throughout the winter. 
We also compete in the Deeside League and occasionally travel to other clubs to 
play matches.  
It would be great to see some new faces to join in. 
Derek Melvin 
Match Secretary 
==================================================================	
	

The Barn, Banchory 

The best music, theatre, film, art, dance, talks and family events around! 
Whether your first love is the landscape, live music or literary discussion there 
are events in our brochure to keep you entertained all season long.  And if being  
hands on is more your thing then we’ve got workshops, themed events and the 
best Christmas crafts to keep your creative side well and truly inspired. 

	



                                    
Here at the Barn we’re also celebrating. After a year of fundraising for exciting 
new development plans, we’re pleased that our fundraising drive has delivered 
so far, over £200k for some well needed improvements to our popular 
community resource.  As well as improving the foyer and box office areas, the 
team will be creating a new craft shop and workshop space that will showcase 
local makers and also help raise much needed income for our arts charity. 
 
The creation of a brand-new destination craft and design space will enable us to 
become even more of a centre for local craft makers, and a space which we 
hope will be enjoyed by our local visitors as well as attracting tourists. 
 
Works began on site in October 2018 with the new craft workshop being 
scheduled to open in summer 2019.   The Barn will be closed to the public during 
January – March 2019 to allow building works in the foyer and reception to be 
completed, although a number of offsite events are planned in the community, 
starting with a Burns Ceilidh in Banchory Town Hall on 25 January 2019. 

For further information or images please contact Dawn Hawkins at 

marketing@thebarnarts.co.uk 

================================================== 

 	

	



 

Tales	from	the	Riverbank	by	Robert	Harper,	Ghillie	
 That’s the 2018 River Dee salmon season now gone, ending 15th October. 
Better numbers caught considering the long period of low water conditions 
during the summer. Total for season will end up just over 3300 salmon.  
 
 September fished well following some very welcome rain especially up in the 
western catchment.  In saying that, many of the fish caught were fish that had 
been in the river from earlier months. The late Summer/Autumn run of 
clean/silver salmon once again didn’t appear in any numbers, this was a general 
trend in many other rivers also. As mentioned most of the fish caught during 
September were fish that had been in the river many months, mostly likely since 
before water levels dropped end of May.  
 
 The photograph shows an example of a salmon 
 that would have originally entered the river as 
 a bright silver fish during the spring time then  
caught in autumn. Notice the change in colour,  
now equally beautiful in the rich spawning 
 colours.  This male fish now also has an  
extended jaw and has formed a large kype at 
 the front helping him see off other cock fish 
 during spawning over the next few months.  
Hopefully some of the later higher water levels 
 will have allowed salmon to enter smaller  
tributaries and get to where then need to be 
 to spawn.  
 
The two largest fish recorded for the season were both 29lbs - Commonty in 
June and Invery and Tilquhillie in September.  Both great fish but have to 
mention a salmon caught in the river Findhorn at Drynachan - a magnificent 
45lbs fish caught in August. The biggest ever Dee fish is thought to have been 
57lb caught in 1884 by Mr C Gordon, Ghillie at Ardoe & Murtle, which is 
mentioned in Fred Buller's Domesday Book of Giant Salmon. Trying to confirm a 
weight from the annals of time is of course extremely difficult.  Rumour has it 
that it was bigger than 57 lbs.  A Mr Milne from Banchory caught a big salmon 
back in the early years of the conservation around 1994, it was returned but is 
reputed to be 50lbs plus.   Of course, they were just some of the many other 

	
	



great fish caught by fishers in the past - and hopefully will be caught by fishers 
in the future!  
 

So, another salmon fishing season finished, hoping for a good winter to come, 
cold(ish) plenty of snow (on the hills anyway) and good numbers of spring 
salmon to come for the 2019 season. 
================================================== 

				 	 	
Drumoak	and	Durris	Community	Group	Big	Thank	you!!	
The DDCG would like to extend a very big thankyou to all who contributed in any 
way to our Auction and Funday in September. The event was a huge success 
with over £5719 raised on the day.  
 
Chairman Duncan Wight said: We are very grateful indeed to the fantastic 

community response to our call for auction items. Individuals and local businesses 

were very generous in their support with many lovely gifts and services donated to 

our auction. The list of donors is probably too long  

for inclusion in this article, but we are indebted to  

everyone who donated items. Sid Bichen put  

together a superb collection of talented musicians  

who entertained us throughout the whole afternoon  

and evening music and we are very grateful to them all for their generosity in 

providing this for our enjoyment.  

 

"I would like to thank all our selfless volunteers  

who worked very hard indeed before, during and  

after the event to help make it all possible.  

Events such as these in our local area, help bring 

 people together and this is what makes for a good  

supportive community where people help each  

other out and get together for a fun day or evening. 

	



We raised a lot of money and the DDCG committee now have to decide what to 

spend it on! If you want to have a say in this, or get involved in any way in our 

group, please come along to our meetings which are very informal and held on the 

first Tuesday of every month 7.30-8.30pm at Sunnyside Farm office.  We purchased 

three new generators with some of the funds and are looking towards purchasing 

our own marquee which will be a great bonus wet weather. We hope to be able to 

make our equipment available for use by other community groups and events in the 

future, so it will become a local community resource.   

 

Our next event will be the Christmas Tree lighting event on the green at Keithmuir 

Gardens on Sunday 2nd December at 1630. All are very welcome and there will be 

hot food, soft drinks, and children's entertainments at both events. 

 

Everyone is very welcome to come along to our meetings on the first Tuesday of 

every month at 7.30pm at Sunnyside Farm to have your say in what you want the 

Group to be doing for this community and we look forward to seeing you there. 

 
Duncan Wight Chairman DDCG 

Facebook Page @drumoakdurriscommunitydeesideddcg	
===============================================================
Aberdeenshire	Council	Community	Payback	Unpaid	Work	Service	at	the	
Scolty	Centre	in	Banchory	
	
You may have heard the term ‘Community Justice’ in the media recently and 
may be wondering what this actually is?   
 
Community Justice is where individuals, agencies and services work together at 
a local level to support people who have committed offences, to help them to 
reintegrate into their community.  By doing this, we aim to prevent and reduce 
further offending behaviour.       
 
Community Payback Unpaid Work Service is just one example of Community 
Justice that is taking place within your area.   
 
The Unpaid Work Service is responsible for providing unpaid work opportunities 
for people sentenced by Court to complete a number of unpaid work hours as 
part of a Community Payback Order. We do that by linking in with communities 
across Aberdeenshire and taking on or helping with a wide range of work 



projects.  We will consider a variety of work and we are willing to consider any 
requests for our help.   
 
We are governed by statutory guidelines and cannot for example replace Council 
services or compete with private business. However, we will consider a variety of 
work and we are willing to consider any requests for help. If you are a charity or 
a community group, or an individual on a limited income and in need of some 
help to undertake some work for you, we may be able to help you. So, please 
contact us using the email details below. 
 
In Deeside this summer, we have been working at the Scolty Centre, renovating 
the garden there.  It has been a privilege to have our work parties involved in 
this work. The people who attended to do the work as part of their Court Order 
have said how proud and pleased they were to be a part of this worthwhile 
project.  We hope that the people who use the centre are able to enjoy the 
garden more fully now that the paths and new seating area are wheelchair 
friendly. Below are before and after photographs of some of the work that was 
completed 
 
 
	

	
	
	

	
	
	
				

	
	
In	your	area,	Community	Payback	Unpaid	Work	Service	has	completed	430	hours	of	
unpaid	work	on	this	and	other	projects	at	Tarland	Bowling	Green,	Glen	Tanar,	Blakie	
Wells	Animal	Sanctuary,	Woodend	Barn	and	Aboyne	Highland	Games.	
	
If	you	think	we	can	be	of	help	to	you,	please	email	us	at	

communitypayback@aberdeenshire.gov.uk	
===================================================================
Anyone	for	Badminton? The Drumoak Badminton Group meets at Drumoak  
School on Wednesday nights 1900-2100 during term time. It is a group of mixed 
ages and ability who have come together for the enjoyment of the game. If 
interested just come along on the night, first night is free then subsequent weeks 
will be £5.  See you on the court! 

	
	



	

	

	

	



	

 

=================================================================	

Our Indoor Season is progressing well this year.  On Saturday 13th 

October we tried out a new venture for us by holding a Prize Bingo 

Night which was very much enjoyed by all those taking part.  It is 

our intention to have several Prize Bingo Nights next year.  Our thanks to all who 

attended on the night. 

Whilst our Club is shrinking in numbers, we are pleased to welcome a number of 

new members resulting from the Bingo Night.  Our Autumn Concert on Thursday 

15th November was also well attended, and we thank all who came along to support 

the Club on this occasion.  Looking ahead to Christmas and the New Year our 

Christmas Party night is on Friday 21st December when we close down and then 

reopen our season on Friday January 4th. 

In the meantime, anyone interested in or who would like to try bowling is welcome 

to come along to our friendly nights on Tuesdays and Fridays at 7pm and on 

Wednesday and Saturday afternoons at 2pm. 

The Club Pavilion is for hire for functions and parties etc.  For booking please contact 

Lena Sim on 01330 811374 

All good wishes for the Festive Season. 
Dave Stuart, President 
 

	

	



 

				

	
	



DURRIS WI 
 
What a great turn out we had at our first meeting of 2018/19 session in 
September. Heather Morrison from The Forget Me Not Club gave us a very 
interesting and informative talk on the history of the club and the wonderful 
work it does supporting those who have dementia and their families.   Heather, 
her staff and volunteers provide an amazing service at Bennett House in 
Banchory.  
Our October meeting was a talk by local journalist Jane Grieve. 
Jane gave a very interesting talk on her training in radio journalism and her 
various places of work over the years. She went on to tell us about the setting 
up of River Dee Radio and her involvement with that. 
November’s meeting will be in the form of a Christmas Craft night followed by 
our Christmas Meal out in December.  
 
We meet every second Monday of the month at the Kirkton Hall in Durris at 
730pm.  New members are always welcome. Feel free to pop along and join us 
and find out what we get up to or have a look at our Facebook page Durris 
Women’s Institute. Otherwise contact Linda Robb on 01330 811182 for more 
information.  
===================================================================	
	

NEWSLETTER SORTING HELP REQUIRED 
Help is required with each of the following, either by three volunteers or one. 
 
Counting of Newsletters into bundles for delivery within Durris, some of which will be 
collected from your home and the rest taken to church for collection 
 
Counting of Newsletters into bundles for delivery within Drumoak for deliverers who 
will collect from your home (the ones for church collection are counted by another 
distributor) 
 
Printing of delivery lists for all distributors and contacting them to let them know the 
Newsletters are available for collection. 
 
If you are willing to do any the above or for further information, please contact  
Nancy Jackson on 01330 811264 or email nancy@deeview.myzen.co.uk 

	



	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	

	

	

	

	



 
Christmas	Trees	galore	and	more!		
By	Dr	Jane	Bingham	from	The	Mains	of	Drum:	Scotland’s	Garden	
Centre	of	the	Year	2017	&	2018	
Our beautiful Nordmann Fir and Fraser Fir Christmas trees have been grown in 
Scotland on The Black Isle and in Tayside. Our trees are displayed individually 
on stands to make it easy for you to choose your perfect tree. We can trim it if 
you wish, and net it ready for you to take home, help you to your car, or if your 
tree is too large, we can deliver it to your door.  
 
We also have plenty of other colourful seasonal plants to choose from, many of 
them in attractive containers, which make great gifts. Christmas tree stands, 
kindling and logs, sledges, snow shovels, salt and sand are also available under 
the Plant Area canopy. 
	
The	Christmas	Tree	-	did	you	know?	

• A	‘Tree	of	Paradise’	was	used	in	old	mystery	plays	to	symbolise	the	Garden	of	Eden.	
Apples	hung	on	it	may	be	the	origin	of	tree	decorations.	

• The	first	decorated	Christmas	tree	was	in	Riga,	Latvia	in	1510.	

• Martin	Luther	is	credited	with	the	idea	of	lights	on	Christmas	trees.	The	16th-century	
monk	added	candles	to	his	tree	to	look	like	stars	in	a	forest.	

• Prince	Albert,	consort	of	Queen	Victoria,	made	Christmas	trees	popular	in	Britain	in	the	
1840s.	

• Manufactured	Christmas	tree	ornaments	were	first	sold	by	Woolworths	in	1880.	
• The	average	growing	time	for	a	6ft	tall	Christmas	tree	is	7	years,	but	it	can	take	from	4	to	

15	years.	On	average,	three	Christmas	trees	are	planted	to	replace	each	one	harvested.		
Poinsettias	-	did	you	know?	

• Poinsettias	grow	in	Central	America	and	can	reach	5	metres	tall.		
• Botanically	Poinsettias	are	called	Euphorbia	pulcherrima.	
• In	Mexico	the	Poinsettia	is	steeped	in	legend	and	is	known	as	Flores	de	Noche	Buena	–	

Flower	of	the	Holy	Night	or	the	Christmas	Flower.	
• American	ambassador	in	Mexico,	Joel	Roberts	Poinsett,	brought	Poinsettia	cuttings	to	

the	USA	in	1828.	It	was	in	honour	of	Poinsett	that	the	plant	was	given	the	name	
‘Poinsettia’.	

• National Poinsettia Day on Wednesday 12th December 

• Poinsettia Day marks the death of Joel Roberts Poinsett who died 12th December 1851.  

	
	



Wreaths	-	did	you	know?	
• Holly	has	been	used	to	decorate	homes	since	the	9th	century	as	it	symbolizes	everlasting	

life.	The	holly	represents	Christ’s	crown	of	thorns	and	the	berries	his	blood.	
• Christmas	wreaths	are	also	known	as	‘Christmas	crowns’,	‘Advent	crowns’	or	‘Advent	

wreaths’.	
• The	circular	shape,	with	no	beginning	or	end,	represents	eternity	or	life	never	ending.		
• The	traditional	idea	of	a	Christmas	wreath	being	hung	on	the	door	started	in	the	early	

1900s.	
	
Mistletoe	-	did	you	know?	

Some	far	from	romantic	facts	about	Mistletoe:	
• ‘Mistletoe’	is	from	the	Anglo-Saxon	word	misteltan,	which	means	“little	dung	twig”	

because	the	plant	spreads	through	bird	droppings.	
• Mistletoe	grows	as	a	parasite	on	the	branches	of	trees	and	shrubs.		

	

Enjoy	the	festive	season	
The	Mains	of	Drum	Garden	Centre	

==================================================================	
Peterculter	Medical	Practice	
	
Our	‘flu	vaccine	campaign	at	the	practice	started	in	early	October,	and	we	have	been	
running	our	usual	regular	immunisation	clinics.	The	annual	flu	vaccine	protects	people	
over	65,	those	of	any	age	who	have	certain	health	conditions,	pregnant	women	and	
those	who	work	in	healthcare	against	the	strains	of	flu	virus	that	are	likely	to	be	
circulating	each	winter	flu	season.	The	flu	vaccine	is	offered	to	all	children	in	Scotland	
aged	2–5	years	(and	not	yet	in	school)	at	their	GP	practice;	it	is	also	offered	to	all	
primary	school	children	at	school.	This	year	there	are	different	vaccine	products	being	
used	in	the	adult	and	at-risk	groups,	the	recommended	vaccine	for	any	individual	being	
based	on	scientific	evidence	of	best	possible	effectiveness.		Please	remember	that	fit	and	
healthy	younger	adults	are	not	regarded	as	being	at	particular	risk	of	‘flu	complications	
so	are	not	recommended	for	routine	NHS	vaccination.	Some	companies	will,	however,	
offer	this	to	their	employees	and	the	flu	vaccine	is	available	on	a	private	basis	for	a	
small	charge	via	some	pharmacies	and	other	private	medical	organisations.	Please	don't	
delay	getting	your	flu	vaccine	organised	so	that	you	are	protected	from	influenza	during	
the	winter	months	–	it’s	not	too	late!	Further	information	is	widely	available	online,	a	
good	resource	being	www.nhsinform.scot/flu.	
	



In	staff	news	we	are	delighted	to	welcome	2	new	colleagues:	Bianca	Petcu	is	new	to	our	
reception	team,	and	Maureen	Jackson	has	joined	the	nursing	team	as	Health	Care	
Assistant.	
	
Many	of	you	will	no	doubt	have	been	aware	of	surface	defects	developing	on	the	tarmac	
at	the	patient	car	park,	we	are	organising	repair	in	the	early	autumn	-	it	may	be	that	
these	repairs	will	have	been	completed	by	the	time	of	this	article	appearing	in	the	
Courier.	
	
Please	think	ahead	to	the	Christmas	and	New	Year	period,	we	will	be	closed	during	the	2	
public	holidays	each	week	only.	As	ever	it	is	important	to	make	sure	you	have	sufficient	
repeat	medication	supplies	so	do	remember	to	order	early.	
	
Best	wishes	
	
Dr	D	C	M	Harris	
 
================================================== 
Maryculter driving for the disabled group 
With warm dry summer conditions prevailing 
in 2018 we have had a great season at  
Maryculter Home Farm, gaining enthusiastic  
new participants and volunteers.   
Two sessions were spent trotting about in  
Maryculter Community woods enabling all  
to admire the fantastic progress made to  
enhance the forest access and habitat. 
 
Our season culminated on Thursday 27th September with a visit from HRH The 
Princess Royal, patron of the RDA.  We are delighted that after watching a cone-
driving display hosted in Templars Park HRH mingled amongst participants and 
volunteers, chatting informally and handing out commemorative rosettes.  Our 
thanks to all who have helped and supported us through the year and with this 
special event.  
Although our 2018 driving season has now concluded we have Casse to look 
after and exercise through the winter months and of course, our Christmas 
Party at Corbie Hall. If you would like to get involved with us, please get in 
touch. Email brockman.kate@btinternet.com 

	

	



	

	
	
	

	
On Sunday 2nd December at 1630 
we will have the Drumoak 
Christmas Tree lights being 
switched on at Keithmuir Gardens. 
Come along for Christmas carols 
and join in the Christmas 
Festivities. 

	



  

 
 

 

 

	

	

Opinions	expressed	in	the	Newsletter	are	not	necessarily	shared	by	the	

Editor.		The	Editor	is	not	responsible	for	the	contents	of	any	

advertisement	placed	nor	the	reliability	or	quality	of	any	goods	or	

services	offered.		Inclusion	in	the	Newsletter	should	not	be	taken	as	an	

endorsement	of	the	advertiser	by	the	editor	

	


