
 
	

Welcome to the Spring edition of the Drumoak and Durris       
Newsletter. 
    

Drumoak and Durris Community Group receive award from Meikle Carewe Wind 
Farm Community Fund     
	
It was wonderful news that the Drumoak and Durris Community Group received an 
award of £5000 from the Meikle Carewe Wind Farm Community Fund. This award will 
go towards helping the purchase of a new marquee for the group. Attending the award 
night on behalf of the DDCG were Duncan Wight and Sandra White (kneeling bottom 
right in the photograph). 
If anyone wishes to join the group, meetings are held at Sunnyside Farm on the first 
Tuesday of the month at 1930. 
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Message from the Manse - Rev Jean Boyd  
Better late than never! 

Easter is late this year, but what if Easter never happened at all? 

Would you miss it and if so, what would you miss? 

This got me thinking this week.  I would miss Easter if it didn’t happen.  

I would miss Lent and the special time before Easter when we begin to 

think about Jesus and his final weeks on this earth.  I would miss thinking about what I 

might give up, in order to help me think about all that Jesus gave up for me.  I would miss 

special services in Holy week which help me to consider what Jesus 

went through and help me to understand why he died.  I would also 

miss buying hot cross buns and the Easter eggs that I usually buy for 

the family.  I would miss Easter morning and the joy of the 

celebration of Easter Sunday.  Finally, I would miss the Easter 

holidays and the time off to rest and enjoy. 

Then I began to think about this further.  If there was 

no Holy week, then there would be no Good Friday.  

Good Friday is the day we remember Jesus was crucified 

and died on a cross, so that we might be made right 

with God again.  Jesus cancels out our wrong-doings 

once and for all and we can start afresh again with God and with each other.  Life today 

would never be the same again if Good Friday and Easter Sunday had never happened 

almost 2000 years ago.  Just think how Christianity has influenced our life and our country 

in so many different ways, good and bad, from our laws, to our healthcare and our 

education and so much more.  

This year I am glad that Easter is late because in being late, it means that we 

can still have Lent and Holy Week as well as Good Friday and Easter Sunday.  

We can still see the extent of God’s love for us and celebrate this Easter time.   

Lord God Almighty 

Thank you for Easter time, a time to give you thanks and remember how 

much you love us. 

Thank you for Lent, a time to prepare and consider your love for us. 

Thank you for Good Friday, for Jesus dying on a cross to make us right with you. 

Thank you that this was not the end, but that Jesus rose again and lives today. 

Joyfully we look forward to the coming festival giving you thanks and praising you and you 

alone. 

Now and always, Amen.    
With love in Christ,  

Jean Boyd, Minister of Drumoak-Durris Church     



DRUMOAK-DURRIS CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
www.drumoakdurrischurch,org 

 
In God’s grace, opening our doors and reaching out to bring God’s love, 

peace and joy to all. Why not taste & see? 

 

You don’t have to be a member of the Church to come along to any of our services, 
everyone is welcome to join us!  Services are held at 10-00am every Sunday morning 
in Durris Church on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month, and in Drumoak Church 
Hall on the 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays.  Then why not stay and join us for refreshments.  
There is always a crèche facility for younger children, and the opportunity for primary 
schoolchildren to join in with some activities.  Both Durris Church and Drumoak Church 
Hall have a wheelchair available for use on arrival. 
Important news from the Kirk Session - At the General Assembly in 2018, Kirk 
Sessions were asked to explore a fresh vision for Eldership which would meet the 
requirements of a congregation in the 21st century.  This item has been on the agenda 
of recent Kirk Session Meetings, though Drumoak-Durris Kirk Session has been 
exploring this since before the General Assembly last May.  This has given rise to much 
reflection and discussion about the role and responsibilities of Elders. 
Some of this discussion has centered around the changing role of Elders in an ever-
changing society.  For example, locally, many church members simply do not want 
Elders to visit them, which traditionally was a key role for Elders.  The Kirk Session has 
also had a number of recent retirements and there is a perceived reluctance of 
members of the congregation to consider taking on the role of Eldership.  This has 
resulted in a smaller Kirk Session and it has to be noted that with a smaller Kirk 
Session, this not only affects the appointment of Office Bearers, but there is an 
increasing workload on those who take on these responsibilities of Eldership.   
As a result, the Kirk Session has re-evaluated the role of Eldership and made several 
changes.  These changes include the decision that invitations to the Communion 
Services will no longer be delivered prior to the May and October Communion Services.   
Members are asked to note Communion service details in the weekly Orders of Service, 
announcements at Sunday worship services, as well as Facebook and in these regular 
Newsletters.  
Another change is that Elders will no longer be appointed to districts, so there will be 
no District Elders.  Many of the districts were already without a nominated Elder, and 
those which did have an Elder appointed, will no longer be active.  Instead Elders will 
be appointed to duties, with emphasis on their given talents and the time Elders have.   
 



The Kirk Session realises the implications of this somewhat radical approach, but 
stresses that contact with members and Elders will continue to remain a priority.  For 
example, pastoral visiting by Elders, the Minister and members of the Pastoral & 
Worship Group will continue.  As in the past, members are encouraged to notify an 
Elder and/or the Minister or the Pastoral and Worship Team when a pastoral visit is 
required.  Friendships formed between Elders and members will continue to be 
encouraged, and to ensure members of the congregation have access to the Elders 
serving on the Kirk Session, a list of contact details is given below: - 
Name Telephone No e-mail address 

Mrs Helen Cross 01330 844778 helenc.swood@gmail.com  

Mrs Doreen Fowlie-Presbytery Elder 01330 811561 doreenfowlie70@gmail.com 

Mr Howard Fowlie 01330811561 doreenfowlie70@gmail.com 

Mr Robert Harper-Convenor E,S&O 01330 844781 durris_ghillie@outlook.com 

Mrs Nancy Jackson 01330 811264 nancy@deeview.myzen.co.uk 

Mrs Marion McNeil-Session Clerk 01330 811350 marionmcneil24@yahoo.com 

Mrs Norma Menzies-Convenor P&W 01330 844542 normafernbank@btinternet.com 

Mrs Martine Podesta 01330 811629 martinepodesta@gmail.com 

Mrs Mary Robertson-Hall Administrator 01330 811593 mandmrobertson@hotmail.com 

Mr Geoff Shaw 01330 811622 geoff.1@talktalk.net 

Mrs Gillian Taylor 01330 811709 andrew.taylor65@btopenworld.com 

   

Minister   

Rev Jean Boyd  01330 811031 JBoyd@churchofscotland.org.uk  

 
A further instruction from the General Assembly in 2018 still needs to be addressed by 
the Kirk Session, and it requests Kirk Sessions to meet in conference, to reflect on the 
state of the decline of the national Church and in particular how that affects the Church 
locally and determine what their vision and mission is for the next three years in 
collaboration with Presbytery Planning teams.  The Kirk Session of Drumoak-Durris will 
be considering this issue, both at a local level and in collaboration with other local 
churches, in due course.      
 

 
Messy Church will be meeting on Easter Sunday, 21st April 

2019 in Drumoak Church Hall.  We will meet from 9-00am and 

there will be special Easter crafts, and breakfast for the whole 

family to enjoy until we join together with the wider congregation 

for the Easter Celebration Service at 10-00am.  Please come along 

to this very special Messy Church.  See you there!! 

	



Some dates for the diary -  

Easter Worship Programme 2019 

18th April  Maundy Thursday Service   7-00pm Drumoak Hall  
19th April Good Friday Candle-lit vigil  7-00pm Durris Church 
21st April Easter Sunday Outdoor Service  8-15am Durris Church 
21st April Messy Easter Celebration Breakfast 9-00am Drumoak Hall  

Communion Services  
Sunday, 12th May 2019 10-00am Drumoak Church Hall 

Sunday, 6th October 10-00am Durris Church 

Craft, Coffee and Chat - We’re delighted to say that the Craft, Coffee and 

Chat group are now meeting regularly in the Church Hall at Drumoak. We have a small 
but lovely group of ladies who enjoy a coffee and a chat – and some knitting or crochet 
too!  Of course, this group is not exclusive to women and we do 

hope that in the future, some men may come along too – 
perhaps to enjoy some painting or just for the coffee & chat.  

Please come along if you are interested in either learning a new 
craft, sharing your knowledge with others or just bring your 

knitting and have a chat!  Coffee and home bakes are provided.  
If you would like more information, please contact Norma 

Menzies on 01330 844542 or Marion Nixon on 01330 811663.    
DRUMOAK-DURRIS FRIENDSHIP GROUP 
This summer our group met at Drumoak Garden Centre on 1st June for Afternoon Tea.  
It was thoroughly enjoyed by 60 of our members. 
On 1st October, we were entertained by the ‘Drama Wifias’ – a group of retired drama 
teachers – another good afternoon.   
On 6th November we had a great time singing wartime songs led by Brian Nixon.  There was 

also an interesting display of memorabilia, which was brought along for us to look at. 

Our December meeting took the form of a Carol Service, led by Rev 

Jean Boyd and the P7 pupils from Drumoak School, who enjoyed the 

afternoon as much as the members! 

We meet regularly on the first Monday of the month from October to 

December, then from February until June.  New members are always 

welcome.  All we ask is £2-00 for a good ‘Fly Cup’.  I would like to take 

this opportunity of thanking the committee for their ready help, those who give lifts and those 

who help tidy the hall and kitchen at the end of the afternoon.  Any enquiries to: Amy Wilson, 

telephone 01224 732575 

 



Local London Marathoner 
Look out for Ann Williamson along the Deeside Railway Line and in the 

Durris Forest as she pounds out the miles in training for this year’s 

Virgin London Marathon, taking place on 28 April.  Ann is fundraising 

for the charity WaterAid, in remembrance of her late husband, Jim, 

who also raised money for WaterAid from his marathon events, after 

having worked in Malawi for 3 years and seen the real benefits clean 

water and sanitation can bring to communities. Ann, who is on our 

Newsletter committee and who keeps in touch with all our advertisers, 

is a first-time marathoner, so please give her some encouragement if 

you see her out and about.  Ann said “Clean water, decent toilets and 

good hygiene are vital for living a dignified, healthy life and I’m proud to be supporting 

WaterAid. With clean water and sanitation, women and children can work and go to school 

instead of having to spend hours collecting water each day, and people have time and resources 

to find jobs, learn new skills and run successful businesses; doctors and nurses can wash their 

hands between patients, hospital floors and surfaces can be cleaned properly, and children are 

not scared to go to the toilet in case a wild animal attacks them in the bushes. Just the basic 

essentials really. Just £36 will provide clean water for 2 families. Every little helps.” If you are 

able to support Ann, her Just Giving page can be found at 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Ann-Williamson3  

Ann also is one of the people who delivers this newsletter to Woodland of Durris so if you see 

her, stop her and sponsor her for a great cause.  

Here are a few facts to bring you up to date why WaterAid is needed: - 

• Currently, 844 million people don’t have 

clean water close to home 

• And 2.3 billion people don’t have a 

decent toilet of their own 

• 31% of schools don’t have clean water 

• Every minute a new born baby dies from 

infection caused by lack of safe water and  

• an unclean environment. Imagine if this 

happened in this country. 

• Diarrhoea caused by dirty water and poor 

toilets kills a child under 5 every 2 

minutes. Imagine if this happened in your 

family 

	
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Gillian & Linda’s Coffee Morning 
In aid of our Kiltwalk for the Team 
Jak Foundation 
 
Drumoak Bowling Club 
Friday 15 March 
10am-12pm 
	

	

	

	



 

================================================================= 

 

First Friday Music Night 
These	have	been	held	on	every	first	Friday	of	the	month	for	over	three	years	now	in	the	
Drumoak	Church	Hall.	Anyone	is	welcome	to	come	and	play	or	listen.	Playing,	singing,	ballads	
or	poetry	are	all	welcome.	
			What	it	amounts	to	is	a	fluid	mix	of	traditional	(	‘roots’	is	an	even	better	word	maybe!)	music,	
folk,	often	gradually	blending	into	blues,	country	and	what	we	like	to	think	of	as	‘classic’	pop.	
			The	fiddle,	guitar,	mandolin,	mandola,	bodhran,	harmonica,	ukulele,	bagpipes,	accordion	and	
more	are	all	represented-	and	of	course	the	human	voice!	
				All	levels	of	attainment	are	welcome	-	and	really	this	is	what	makes	it	tick.	
	Nothing	ever	seems	to	be	arranged,	or	announced-	it	just	seems	to	happen.	That	is	the	way	at	
good	sessions	and	ours	is	regarded	as	very	inclusive	and	welcoming.	
			The	music	starts	about	half	past	eight.	We	charge	£3	per	head	to	help	cover	the	hire	of	the	
Hall,	but	pensioners	and	children	get	in	free!	For	more	information	please	contact	Syd	Bichan	
on	07713	682	687	or	sydbichan@yahoo.co.uk.	



Springtime by Dr Jane Bingham, The Mains of Drum: Scotland’s Garden Centre of 
the Year 2017 & 2018 
 

Time for a Spring Clean 
With spring in our sights, it is a good 
time to get out into the garden for a 
tidy up. 

• Remove dead annual plants and 
cut back herbaceous perennials if 
you have not done this already. 

• As long as the ground is not 
frozen you can lift and divide 
clumps of herbaceous plants.  

• This is a good time to be pruning 
non-evergreen shrubs, but do not 
cut back any spring-flowering 
ones, prune these later, after 
flowering. 

• Remove weeds before they take 
hold.   

• Pots and containers will benefit 
from a tidy up and top dressing 
with fresh compost. Copper tape 
around the top of containers 
helps to keep slugs at bay. 

   
Time for Spring Blossom 
Flowering cherries (Prunus) 

In springtime, nothing looks as lovely as 
the Flowering cherry, they are highly 
ornamental small trees with many fine 
attributes:  

• In spring, they look 
breathtakingly stunning when 
they are in full blossom. Their 
soft, delicate, fragrant petals in 
pastel shades are a soothing and 
calming delight.  

• The young leaves are often 
coppery or bronze, before turning 
green in summer. In autumn the 
leaves change to vivid shades of 
orange, bronze and red.  

• There are many elegant forms 
with upright, spreading or 
weeping branches and there are 
pillar forms too, which are ideal 
for a small space or patio pot. 

• Some varieties even have 
beautiful, gleaming bark. 

 
Prunus 'Kanzan' is a vase-shaped tree, 
spreading with age. It has double, vivid 
pink blossom, coppery young leaves, 
and fiery autumn colour. 
 
Prunus 'Cheal’s Weeping' syn. 'Kiku-
shidare-zakura' is one of the best 
weeping cherries, with gracefully 
arching branches covered in large, 
double, deep pink flowers in spring with 
bronze and orange leaves in autumn.  
 
Prunus 'Snow Showers' is a small, neat, 
weeping tree with a dense covering of 
pure white blossom in spring. Its green 
leaves turn bronze and red in autumn. 
 
Prunus 'Amanogawa' has a narrow, 
pillar habit. It has fragrant, semi-double 
pink blossom, and orange and red 
leaves in autumn. 
 



Prunus ‘Blushing Bride’ syn. ‘Shogetsu’ 
is one of the finest Japanese cherries 
and has a wide-spreading growth habit. 
It has clusters of large double pink 
flowers, which fade to a beautiful cloud 
of pure white. 
 
Some of our Flowering cherry 
specimens, such as 'Blushing Bride', 
have been top-worked (grafted) on to a 
trunk of Prunus serrula (Tibetan 
cherry), which has stunning glossy, 
coppery bark with cream-coloured rings. 
 
 

Time for Sumptuous Spring Blooms 
Camellias 

If you can’t wait for your roses to bloom 
in summer, choose Camellias. Their 
early-season flowers are as lovely as 
roses. They also have the benefit of 
year-round dark, glossy, evergreen 
leaves.  
 

How to Grow 
For best results grow Camellias in a 
sheltered spot in dappled shade. Avoid 
an east-facing position as the rising sun 
can harm frosted buds. Camellias thrive 
in acid soil. Such plants are called 
Ericaceous plants. Help them along by 
mixing Ericaceous compost into moist, 
well-drained soil at planting time. 
Thereafter, each spring mulch the moist 
soil surface with a thin layer of compost, 
pulverized bark, pine needles or leaf 
mould to trap in moisture. Feed with 
Ericaceous fertiliser fortnightly and keep 
plants well watered in dry spells, 
particularly in late summer and autumn 
when the flower buds are forming. 
Camellias can also be grown in pots and 
brought under cover for the winter.  
A lovely range of Camellias, Ericaceous 
compost, Ericaceous feed and bark 
mulch are all on sale now at The Mains 
of Drum. 

 
Time for New Arrivals 

Spring is in the air and we have lots of new and interesting stock arriving every week 
in the Plant Area at The Mains of Drum. We have all your garden favourites: trees, 
shrubs, roses, herbaceous perennials, alpines, fruit trees, vegetables and herbs. Our 
Collector’s Corner is back for 2019 for those of you who are plant connoisseurs or 
simply looking for something extra special or unusual.  
 
Remember to get your Garden Club discount! 
 



 

Durris School 
It has been another busy year so far for the pupils of Durris School.  Terms 1 and 2 
saw us all learning about how to stay healthy and look after ourselves properly.  The 
whole school had a fantastic visit to the Dundee Science Centre to learn more about 
the body and take part in virtual operations!  We have also been working with Willow 
Lohr in our forest school sessions – improving our whittling and fire lighting skills. 
This term we have been busy in our Pupil Working Groups.  Our Eco group made bird 
feeders and took part in the RSPB Big Bird Watch.  Our Community Group are 
supporting a campaign in support of Vision Aid to collect old glasses – if you have any, 
please drop off at the school reception before the Easter holidays.  Our Pupil Voice 
group have been busy getting organised to set up ‘Houses’ in the school, with all pupils 
voting for their favourite choice of names.  Our Pupil Working Groups strongly support 
our ethos of children actively demonstrating their rights as laid down in the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
Also, this term, P1-4 will be visiting Aberdeen Science Centre to learn about Forces and 
Circuits.  P5-7 will be visiting the Scottish National Trust site at Culloden as part of our 
learning about The Jacobites and the Highland Clearances.   
On Wednesday 6 February all children took part in a Global School Play Day, 
supporting children in free play and Article 31 of the UN Convention – the right to play. 



We have also been lucky enough to receive funding through the Tesco Bags of Help 
Scheme.  This has enabled us to start working with the children’s author David 
MacPhail.  He will visit the school regularly over the next year to further engage our 
pupils in reading for enjoyment and improving our writing skills. 
 
====================================================== 
Peterculter Medical Practice 
The practice is fully engaged with a new development known as the Aberdeen Links 
Programme, this is a Scottish Government funded programme which aims to help the 
primary care team address factors which can affect a patient’s health or wellbeing, 
helping us achieve positive solutions in individual cases by addressing issues that are 
not strictly ‘medical’ ones. For example, GP’s will often see patients with problems 
where physical and/or mental health is being significantly affected by factors such as 
social isolation, alcohol abuse, financial difficulties, stress or housing issues (to name 
just a few) and it is with these issues that the Links Programme can help. Our Link 
Practitioner at Peterculter Medical Practice is Lisa Williams, she is based within the 
practice and patients can be easily referred to her (at present this is via the GP). She 
will be able to assess the details of the problem and look for possible solutions for an 
individual patient, for example by directing them to local community resources or other 
sources of help as appropriate. We have been using her services fully, and already 
receiving excellent feedback about her input. 
 
The potholes in the car park were repaired in late autumn 2018, so we hope these 
withstand whatever frosts and ice this winter throws at us. We had some water leakage 
from the roof into one corner of the main waiting room following heavy rains in 
December, this has been fixed.  
 
We welcome Dr Gregor McIntosh to our premises, he will be running his private 
aviation medicals business from rooms in our health centre. Dr McIntosh is also a GP 
with a special interest in Orthopaedic and Sports Medicine.  
 
This is an ideal opportunity for me to remind you of our practice website 
www.petercultermedicalpractice.co.uk   There are many of you now using online 
appointment booking and ordering of repeat prescriptions - if you are interested in this 
please see details of this online or ask at reception.  
 
Best wishes 
Dr Douglas Harris 



Tales	from	the	Riverbank	by	Robert	Harper,	Ghillie	
An icy start to the 2019 fishing season on the River Dee, with first two days 1st and 2nd 
February basically being grued off, Monday 4th at least was fishable allowing for the ice 
flows coming down, mostly this time from  
ice blocks breaking off from bank sides up  
to 3-4 inches thick and varying sizes, while 
 wading eyes peeled in case of icebergs  
coming and hitting from behind, care  
needed. With the ice, cold water, plenty  
of layers, stay warm. 
To date 21 salmon (biggest 13lbs) and a number of kelts have been caught in 
lower/middle sections of river, upper reaches start beginning of March 
 

A Recipe for a Good Days Salmon Fishing 
Preparation in advance 
Rods, reels, lines and fly’s checked 
Restock fly boxes 
New nylon 
Wading jacket and waders looked out. 
Ghillie called or web-site checked night before for river conditions and prospects (alas 
sometimes best not to know) 
Hip flask filled (in case it’s cold) 
Up early and of too river full of hope and full of anticipation 
Looking forward to meeting up with old or new friends to be, perhaps for one day only. 
Into fishing hut, hello’s, news caught up with tea, coffee or maybe a little drop of the 
amber nectar, just to set the scene. 
Rods set up, reels and lines put on, flies selected, waders on 
Off you set to your allocated pool(s) could it be first cast or last – eager anticipation. 
Cast after cast, everyone in hope, will the icing be a lovely Silver Salmon, just before 
lunch – oh well not to be. 
To the lunch hut – sandwiches, pies, tea, coffee, maybe a wee dram – anything doing, 
any touches, anything seen? 
Ah well, the afternoon, TIGHT LINES. 
Before you know it, the day has gone, tired but happy returning to the bothy – stories 
told, tea, coffee, a wee sensation, content even without the icing, next time, a recipe 
for more.  
 
	



Drumoak Durris Crathes Bowling Club 
The Bowling Club has been pleased to host a number of events over the 

winter season which has seen quite a lot of involvement with the village 

community. 

  The Prize Bingo Nights have been very popular with families and will again 

be held in the summer and the autumn. 

As a Club we have lost a few members this past year and we are always on the lookout for 

new members of all ages to come and join us.  To that end we will be hosting an Open Day 

Coffee Morning in the early part of May and there will be several evenings set aside for 

people to come to the Bowling Club to try bowling on the Green. The only thing we ask is 

that flat soled shoes or trainers are worn on the green.  

The Club Annual General Meeting is to take place on Thursday 28th March at 7.30pm when 

a large turnout of our members is requested. 

Our Outdoor Season begins in mid-April and as always, we welcome prospective bowlers to 

come along to our friendly nights on Tuesdays and Fridays at 7pm to give bowling a try. 

A number of groups have been welcomed to hire our Pavilion for functions and anyone 

wishing to do so is asked to contact Lena Sim on 01330811374. 

Dave Stuart, Club President 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	

 

 

 

 

 

 

	



News from Drumoak School  
You may already know that I will be retiring as Head Teacher of Drumoak School 
in April.  My seventeen years spent at Drumoak School and within the Banchory 
cluster of schools has been very rewarding and after nearly 37 years as a 
teacher in Aberdeenshire it is time to end my career. 
When I started at Drumoak I had no idea that this would be my last teaching 
post.  The time has flown by and working with the staff and families has been 
exciting, challenging, enjoyable and very satisfying. It has been a great honour 
to serve the Drumoak community and support education in the Banchory area.  
When I started in August 2002 the old school building was filled with 83 pupils 
and four classes.  The compact nature of the grounds led to everyone working 
successfully together and I will never forget the cosy staffroom filled with chat 
and laughter.  I remember the golden days when the summer sun shone on the 
tarmac playground which was surrounded by beautiful beech trees.  However, on 
a cold winter’s day you noticed the challenges of the environment and almost 
from the start of my tenure the push for a new school building was advanced.  
In 2016 the move to our wonderful new building was seamless and now we have 
a nursery of 28 children and six classrooms with a total of 121 children.  The 
community certainly has a fantastic facility for learning.  
My most memorable occasions tended to involve the community.  School Sport 
Days at Drum Castle, surely the best setting in the world for a Sports Day! A 
packed Church Hall for our Christmas and Summer presentations, the opening of 
the Wooded Area in the Old School allowing children to have a fantastic place to 
play and learn and seeing new families start their child’s learning journey.  A 
community’s involvement with the school makes a real difference.  Thank you to 
all the local businesses and organisations that have added value to our school’s 
experiences.  Drumoak’s environment is a great place for the children to learn. 
I would also like to thank the parent organisations that have contributed 
significantly over the years.  We wouldn’t be in the new building without their 
drive and dedication.  This represents a fantastic achievement for everyone.  
Lastly and most importantly, I would like to thank the pupils and their families.  
I have enjoyed teaching the pupils and have had a great deal of satisfaction in 
seeing them develop and mature during their time with us.  It’s great to hear 
their success stories as they become young adults.   
On Monday 15th April, Mrs Lynn Service will become Head Teacher at Drumoak 
School.  She is already familiar with some of our families and our community as 
she was Acting Head Teacher from August 2012 through to June 2014.  
I am very confident that Mrs Service will do an excellent job, build on our 
strengths and will lead the school successfully in the forthcoming years.  I know 
that the Drumoak Community will continue to provide brilliant support. 
Once retired, I am very much looking forward to spending lots of time with our 
five granddaughters and taking the opportunity to travel when we like.  Thank 
you once again for all of your support over the years. 
 
Paul	H	Wilson		
	

We	will	be	hosting	our	annual	coffee	morning	in	the	School	Hall	on	Wednesday	27th	
March	from	10am.	Each	class	will	make	a	short	presentation	throughout	the	morning	
and	we	will	provide	you	with	refreshments.	You	are	very	welcome	to	attend.	



In November last year, the oldest pupils at Drumoak School studied the First World War, visited the 
Gordon Highlanders Museum and presented a successful commemoration assembly to parents and 
the community. 
 
As part of their learning, they were provided with information from the Museum about a number of 
Drumoak “loons” who fought during the Great War. These included David Burnett Smith, William 
Robbie, Alexander Lawie and James Donaldson.  I would like to share their stories: - 
 
They were born and raised in Drumoak and as they were born only a few years apart, perhaps all 
attended Drumoak School together.  They lived on the farms and cottages in the village and they all 
enlisted into the Gordon Highlanders Battalion. 
 
William Robbie was born in 1899 and was one of four children to John and Mary Ann Robbie residing 
at Manse Cottage opposite Drumoak Church.  He had two other brothers and a sister.  William was 
recruited into the 7th Battalion in September 1914, aged 15, and was transferred as was Alexander 
Lawie, to Bedford for a detailed training course. 
 
Alexander Lawie was son of John and Mary Lawie of ‘Bogton Cottage’ Drumoak.  He also joined the 
7th Battalion, aged 19, and during his regimental career Private Lawie showed the ability to lead and 
guide his unit and subsequently rose through the ranks to Sergeant.  
 
Both men would have been involved in action in France and Flanders and you wonder if they had 
known each other?  Conditions must have been atrocious. Knee deep in mud, wearing heavy 
uniforms and carrying heavy artillery.  They fought endlessly to attempt to gain ground from the 
enemy.  When not fighting in the trenches the men would retreat to behind the lines and be relieved 
by fresh battalions.  
 
In dreadful weather conditions, thick fog and mud as sticky as treacle another attack was launched 
at 5.45am on the 13th of November at Beaumont Hamel. This was during the last phases of the battle 
of Somme. The 7th Battalion were exposed to machine gun fire and sadly both Alexander and William 
were killed in action. Two men who had fought bravely indeed.  Sergeant Lawie was awarded the 
Military medal for bravery and was amongst the thousands who had died in the Battle of the 
Somme.  
 
Two other loons, Private David Burnett Smith who was son of George Smith and Mary Burnett Smith 
of East Cairnton and Private James Donaldson, son of Mrs Margaret Gilbert of Victoria Cottage, were 
enlisted to the 4th Battalion in response to the call for extra recruits in late 1915.  Both survived the 
terrible action at Beaumont Hamel and the appalling conditions during the winter of 1917.  
However, on the 9th of April 1917, Private Donaldson died whilst attempting to gain ground at Vimy 
Ridge. 
 
Private Smith had survived the campaign at Arras and other significant battles during 1917.  Indeed 
the 4th Battalion were praised for achieving their objectives, despite significant losses. But the war 
diaries mention that the 4th Battalion were exposed to heavy shelling by the German Army in June 
1918 and as a result David was wounded and returned to Edinburgh to recover.  
But on the 8th July, he died at Comiston Road Hospital, Edinburgh aged 21.  
 
These are just four of the names recorded on Drumoak’s War Memorial. There are many more 
stories, indeed the Robbie family suffered more than one could imagine as brothers Lance Corporal 
Francis Robbie was killed in action in 1918 and the eldest brother John was also killed in France. 



Three brothers all wanting to serve their village, King and Country. William Robbie’s burial 
inscription at Hunter’s Cemetery in Beaumont Hamel reads “One of the Best, Drumoak”.  
 
So, when you’re walking around Drumoak, stop at the War Memorial and reflect on the sacrifices 
our Drumoak “loons” made. Let us make sure that we do not forget our young men who served our 
King and Country.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
 
A HISTORY OF DURRIS 
Nearly 20 years ago, I was commissioned by the Drumoak-Durris Kirk Session to 
write a short history of the parish of Drumoak.  [Copies are still available from the 
Aberdeen and North East Scotland Family History Society: www.anesfhs.org.uk ] 
A glutton for punishment, I am now in the slow process of writing a history of 
Durris, although on this occasion I have commissioned myself to write it!  Whilst 
I have already accumulated a very considerable amount of material, I would 
greatly value obtaining: 

1. old photographs and/or postcards of Durris (1890 to 1960) 
2. anecdotes/stories of Durris farming life 
3. details about the possible location of the four inns in Durris 
4. information about the shops and smithies in Kirkton and Denside 
5. details about the possible location of the ferry points in Durris 
6. information about the drove roads passing through the parish 
7. photographs of schooldays/excursions/parties/sports up till 1960 
8. photographs of events at Kirkton Hall up till 1960 
9. information about Durris Auxiliary Hospital 
10. information/photos concerning the United Free Church (West Church) 
11. information concerning the private chapel/tin tabernacle at Durris House, 

and  
12. any material that older residents of Durris might have of the secret use of 

Durris House in the 1970s and 1980s. 

If you think you possess any material that might be of interest – do not hesitate 
to let me know:  
robin@deeview.myzen.co.uk       4 Deeview Gardens, Drumoak AB31 5AF  
All material forwarded will be returned and all postage costs incurred will be 
repaid.  What I cannot promise is that all material submitted will be used in this 
publication. 
The finalised document should be published some time towards the end of this 
year or the beginning of next year. 
For those who don’t know me, I am by training a researcher and have written 
articles on history, social welfare, education and art for a wide range of academic 
journals in the UK and North America.   
It is my hope to produce a publication that is not only easy to read but is 
entertaining and instructive.  
   
Robin Jackson 
 
 
 



Crathes Hall Redevelopment 
After community consultation and adaptation of plans, the Board of Crathes Hall 
will soon be submitting a planning application for a brand-new hall. Of course, 
this will require a massive fundraising effort and we need your help and support. 
The target date for a new hall is 2021. The Crathes community has now grown in 
size due to the large new housing development at the Gardens. The recent 
Christmas party and Hogmanay ceilidh both held at the hall brought together 
many residents from Crathes ‘old ‘and new.  The new hall will provide for this 
growing community including many children and young people. To keep in touch 
see the hall Facebook Page  https://www.facebook.com/Cratheshall/, 
website http://www.crathes.com/hall.htm or subscribe to our mailing list Subscribe 
to Crathes Hall news 
 
The hall has been very fortunate to receive a donation of £500 towards the 
redevelopment from Baldarroch Crematorium. Graeme Robertson and Raymond 
Garden, who are both directors of the crematorium presented the cheque on 21 
January 2019 at Robertson Granite to Moira Hamilton and Jen McHattie from the 
Board of trustees. Raymond’s wife Moira Garden is also in the photograph. 
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Maryculter Driving for the Disabled Group               
 
2019 marks the Golden Anniversary for the ‘RDA’  
Riding for the Disabled Association, with our  
carriage driving group at Maryculter operating  
since 1986.  There are known to be health and  
wellbeing benefits for both participants and  
volunteers through the power of the RDA  
community and their interaction with the horses. 
 
Last season our grand finale created great excitement as HRH The Princess 
Royal visited, meeting and chatting with drivers, helpers and supporters.  
Another special visitor last year, Santa, dropped in at our Christmas Party / AGM 
at Corbie Hall in December.  The hall was buzzing, attended by over 70 
participants, family members and volunteers. 
 
Our 2019 driving season will begin at 12.30pm 1st May at Maryculter Home 
Farm, following two training sessions (time/venue as above) for volunteers 
/carers on 17th and 24th April.  If you would like to join us, please come along.  
We are always on the look-out for more volunteers and also tea ladies to go on 
our rota. 
 
For further information please contact: 
Group Organiser / Coach, Kate Brockman 01330 811615 email: 
brockman.kate@btinternet.com or Secretary, Moira Strachan email: 
moira.strachan@outlook.com or mobile 07740882790 
SCIO 28630

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	

DURRIS WI 
 
                                             November 
Our November meeting was in the form of a Christmas craft evening. Two of our 
members Winnie Reid and Hazel Marshall arranged the activities and taught us 
all how to make a Tartan ribbon Christmas tree and a beaded Christmas wreath 

	



decoration. The members really enjoyed themselves, chatting together and 
creating a couple of Christmas items to take home at the end of the night. 
 
                                                December 
Festive birthday fun was had at Scott’s Skinner’s this year where we enjoyed a 
lovely meal and our usual riotous present swap game. 
 
                                                 January 
January’s Meeting was in the form of a Burns Supper. Members enjoyed Haggis, 
Neeps and tatties followed by a variety of boozy trifles. We then shared our 
wedding photos and each member spoke about their photograph. It was really 
interesting to hear each other’s stories and look at different decades of fashion. 
 
We meet every second Monday of the month at the Kirkton Hall in Durris at 
730pm. New members are always welcome. Feel free to pop along and join us to 
find out what we get up to or have a look at our Facebook page Durris Women’s 
Institute. Otherwise contact Linda Robb on 01330 811182 for more information. 
 
 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

  

Editor’s	message.	Thank	you	to	
everyone	who	has	contributed	articles	
to	this	edition	of	the	newsletter.	
Without	your	help,	there	would	be	no	
newsletter	to	publish.	If	you	want	to	
contribute	an	article	,	with	or	without	
photos	,	please	just	send	them	to	me	
editorddnews@btinternet.com.	I	will	
always	try	and	incorporate	everyone’s	
but	sometimes	there	is	just	a	space	
issue	and	they	might	be	held	over	to	
the	next	publication.	
As	you	can	see	on	the	next	page	the	
DDCG	is	requesting	a	number	of	
volunteers	to	help	out	with	the	
proposed	fun	day	in	August.	We	
cannot	keep	running	the	event	in	its	
current	form	without	more	help.	We	
would	also	like	to	bolster	the	DDCG	
committee	so	if	you	have	a	free	hour	a	
month	and	want	to	help	out	the	
Community	,	come	along	to	the	
meeting	held	on	the	first	Tuesday	of	
each	month	at	Sunnyside	Farm	,	
Drumoak.	Your	ideas	and	inputs	
would	be	greatly	appreciated	and	also	
lead	to	more	events	in	the	villages.		
	 	 	 													KMS	
Any	articles	for	next	newsletter	please	
send	to	me	no	later	than	Friday	June	
7th	



	

				 	 	
The DDCG has come to a tipping point regarding the Fun Day activity held 
during August. If you wish it to continue, we need active volunteers not only to 
help out on the day of the event but also in the set up during the week. We 
cannot continue as we have in previous years as the workload is too much for 
the small band of regular volunteers. 
If you want this event to continue, we will need commitment from at least 20 
people to help out in setting up and running of the event. If we cannot get this, 
we will have to scale down/ cancel the event. 
The feedback we get will be the driver for continuing with the event .Please get 
in touch through editorddnews@btinternet.com or come along to the DDCG 
meetings held at Sunnyside Farm Drumoak at 1930 on the first Tuesday of each 
month 
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Opinions	expressed	in	the	Newsletter	are	not	necessarily	shared	by	the	

Editor.		The	Editor	is	not	responsible	for	the	contents	of	any	

advertisement	placed	nor	the	reliability	or	quality	of	any	goods	or	

services	offered.		Inclusion	in	the	Newsletter	should	not	be	taken	as	an	

endorsement	of	the	advertiser	by	the	editor	

	


